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Controller on Wrong Tack.

We confess disappointment in Con-
troller Hiltz at the meeting o the
- Hydro-Electric Association,
controller even to hint that there
. might be a reason for the provincial
government imposing new charges on

the power development: of  the Hy-

dro-Electric _jis @at . yvariance with

the attitude of a refresentative of & |

eity, by ‘long odds the leading part-
mer in’this great project. It is;not
for Comtroller: Hiltz or any. other:re-
presentative of the municipalities 'who
are linked up in ‘the Hydro-Eleotric
.Union 'to-try, and _satisty ~himself
that thére is a reason for such new
charges, but rather to take the posi-
~ tion, and the only sane one, that the
project was started- on certain .well
defined lines under a thoro agreemeént
made with - ithe -government, wor fn
' cases of companies takeén over, thru
them with the government, and there
can be no violation of these contracts.
The Hydro Commission is producing
Power for those municipalities which
mre in the league and disposing of it at
cost. after having made full provision
for all expenses and setting aside a
fund to take care of the capital obli-
gations. There i8 no profit going to
any one, and if any further obliga-
tions are put on ‘the commission it
would simply mean direct taxation on
the users of the Hydro-Electric power
who get their supplies thru the com-
mission. y
As The World has previously point-
ed out, if one section of the commun-
ity awaits action by anether section
and then finds that it is good, tries
to grab off a portion of the advantages
which have thus been made, this is
.simply a resort to Russian Sovietism.
If the ‘arming community of Ontario
are to get the benefits wof electric
power and light, the government
should define some course by which
this can be done, and if the farmers
are entitled to get -this power at less
than cost the government may be
Justified in giving initial aid to this
end. The World has no objection to
this but certainly does not agree with
the idea that the Hydro-Blectric Com-
mission should be called upon to di-
vide up its funds and bear a larger
expense to give cheaper than cost
' power and light to some other sec-
tlon of the province. Mr. Drury and
' Adam Beck ought to be able to frame
up a fair method of getting the farm-
er all the power he wants without
taxing those who have already taxed
themselves for themselves.

Unrealizable Debts.

Sir George Paish, one of the world's
leadiig economists, has come to the
conclugion that some of the European
nations involved in the war will be
compelled to repudiate their  debts.
"This, perhaps, is responsible for theé
puggesiion which has been ‘made in
various quarterg that it would be well
if the war international obligations all
round were called off as between the
allies. There is a certain point in
countries, municipalities, and in com-
panies; at which debts, or in the case
of companies, capitalizations may be
reached, aand it is impossible to have
realizable assets against the interest
or dividend payments meade thereon.
The war, with most of the European
ocountries, simply over capitalized their
resources, and to try and retire these
debts. to say nothing of paying inter-
est on them, is attemptiag the impos-
sible,

Writlng @ff debts against creditors
is not the nicest thing to contemplate,
but when a debt becomes impossible
to collect it ig better to accept the in-
evitable, white it off, and forget it. Big
debts are all right when they have
something tangible behind them,' but
they are thoroly misleading and per-
haps even a disadvantage when they
hold out a hope which cannot be real-
iged.q Perhaps after the United States
has had some further experience in

That the
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THIS 1S WHAT COMES OF AN OPEN, WINTER--AN EARLY SPRING

moré than a third of that number,

'Engineer Murray - made .an _awful
_mistake, ‘or - there is. some: misunder-
_standing in ‘the city ‘works depart-
Tuent. LRl ¢

to was annexed it was. impossible to
connect roof water with the system

of the city officials, but this was
later recalled. It.might not be out
of place for the council to have a
special report made on the independ-
cnt sewer service of North Toronto
to see if it is not adequate for still
a number of years’ service. There ﬂs
not. such an wabundance of money
available at the present time that a
service which is doing effective work
can be scrapped if there is no other
reason than that B bigger system
may be installed. In that North To-
rento will, witness quite an fincrease
ir development during the next few
years it is highly important that the
sewerage question should be settled
in some form or other in a definite
way. o 4

: Remarked in Passing.”

A clean bill of health from a medical
officer is being urged in the ‘legislature
as a mecessary preliminary to marriage.

It looks like a good move.
* * &

Sir Ernest Shackleton says he was
right in predicting an open winter. Al
most of ve would say is: “Do it again,
Sir Emest, do it again.”

* 3 *
New York Telegraph hearing that Can-
ada will stop export of liquor into U. 8.
asks what America has done to Canada
that +we should hate her so? Well, if
we can't get it, why should they?

. ® &
Néw York has a controversy on as to
whether spooning should or should not
be allowed on city buses. So far that
is one problem Toronto’'s transportation

commission has not to face.
s ¥ =

Could one of the Ontarfo government
offfcers in England not have laid On-
tario’s case for the removal of the cattle
embargo before the British public and
thus saved all the expense of Kon.
Manning Doherty’s visit? In any event
Mr. Doherty has no status other than

as a citizen of Canada,
- * L

Ten thousand people are said to follow
crime as a business in Chicago, and judg-
ing from Chicago papers, business has
been quite brisk with them lately.

. ES *
The Germans earned such a reputa-
tion for veracity during the war and
since that their champion hard-luck story
to b related this week in London will
probably not be as touching as tne re-
ply of -the allies, which will be a touch
of another kind. &

)
A 17-year-old dlerk of hitherto blame-
less habits walked out of a Chicago bank
with $772,000 in bonds and has not since
been seen. Now, will they blame the
war, automobiles or the movies for his
fall, or was it that the sight of so much
money lying around was too much for
him?

./J L
Ottawa papers had much to say about
Toronto's 1lapse from the path ot
righteousness when our own police raid-
ed a cock fight. But since the Ottawa
authorities found a main in full swing
lagt Sunday afternoon we may gather
that Ottawg fs not so dreadfully good

after all. :
L ] - *

Ex-Controller Sam McBride does not
sedbm satigfied with he arrangement
which has placed Controller Maguire in
the mayor's chair while Mayor Church
is absent from the city. .The ex-cor-

troller knows of one man who would
have® done the job well if he had only

the present condition of internationa

trading they may be willing to con-/

clude that this is one of the quickesti

ways by which to get back to morel

normal conditions of world trading.

North Toronto Sewers.

A property owner in North To-
ronto complains that hg {s unable
to build because the works depart-
ment has refused him permission to
utilize the sewer which fronts on his
property, claiming that the system
ts cartying its capacity. This is. a
situation that calls for serious atten-
tion of Commissioner Harris and his
department. The sewerage System in-
stalled in North Toronto was under
the advice and inspection of the late
¥. Aird Murray, ‘who was accepted
as an expert in his line at that time,
and the undertaking which he in-
otalled was stated to be sufficient for
@ population of 40,000 people. North
Toronto's population is much

not

1| been given a chance.

U. S. COURT UPHOLDS
THE FARM LOAN ACT

Washingtan, Feb. 26.—The federal
farm. loan act was held constitu-
tional today by the supreme court.
This is the act -under which land
banks were established to extend
loans to farmers.

Miilions = of dollars loans to
United States farmers have been
held up pending a decision of the
court in  this case, which was
Erought by Charles W. Smith, a
stockholder in the Kansas City Title
and Trust Company who sought an
injunction to restrain that institution
from investing its funds in bonds
issued by the farm loan banks.

SAXONIA IN PORT.
Halifax, N.S.,, Feb. 28.—The Cunard
liner ‘Saxonia, which arrived late last
night from London via Cherbourg,
docked this morning to land 204 pas-
sengers and 56 ‘bags of mail. The

in

steamer sailed this afternoon for New

PR,

and it would look as tho the late|

For some time after North Toron-.

Lecause of an objection ‘on’ the part|

5,

OTHER PEOPLE'S
OPINIONS

: 1
The World will gladiy print under
this head ' letters  written by our
readers, dealing with current topics.
As space ‘Is limited they must not
be loengér than 200 and wnit.
ten on one side of the paper only.

SCHOOL TAXES.

Editor World: In your issue of yes-
terday a correspondent under the signa-
ture of “Taxpayer,” writing on the matter
of school taxes, says, ‘‘There are too many
instances in this city and its suburbs of
a most unreasonable comparison between
the tax rate of supporters of the public

and separate schools, not to call for =
protest when demand is made for a pro-
portion according to Catholic popuiation
upon the revenue derived from the pub-
lic utility corporations.’”

Your correspondent then gave an in-
stance ‘of two semi-detached adjacent
houses on the outskirts of the city, both
occupled by . Catholic families, one of
which sent the children to the separate
and the other to thp public school. The
public school sup er paid $31.25 in
-taxes and the separate school supporter
$6.25, a difference of $25. As a separ-
atp school supporter I found the state-
ment somewhat surprising and called up
a member of the separate school board
and the assessment department at the
city hall, both of which testified that
ycur correspondent was wrong in his
conclusions, tho he may not have been
80 in the facts as he knew them. The
instance he quoted occurred two years
ago. At that time the tax levied on the
county for separate schools was not as
high as that on the city, but according
to information received was not as low
as that quoted. ‘It must have been a
niistake,” was the information given; and
t is well known that mistakes do oceur
of this nature. The testimony from the
separate school was that at the present
time the tax in both cases—separate and
public schools—is at the same rate, and
from the city hall when the enquiry was
made, “Are both taxes about the same?”
the reply was in the affirmative.

As ‘the letter of your correspondent
was altogether misleading I trust you
will find space for the above and oblige

Another Taxpayer.

RABBI BRICKNER IN ERROR.

lditor World: It was with a good deal
cf surprise and some disappointment that
L read in press reports of Saturday, the
account of an address by Rabbi Brickner,
in which he spoke of Mr. G. K. Chester-
ton’as a ‘'‘Catholic fanatic.” Surprise
came from tue knowledge—if press re-
poris were correct—iuhat toe new rabbi to
+orento, who had been heralded with
liuuweTy notices as to his scholarship,
uwid not know the fact so commouniy
anown, that Mr. Chesterton is not a Cath-
viic, ‘'Dhis ‘being so, if the author of the
v00OK which evoked the ire of XRabbi
orickner, thas erred in his judgment of
«we Hebrew people, it is not because he
13 a Catholic—it might not be going too
far to say that had such been the case
L--~ 'bOOK might have been written dif-
cerently. Not having read the volume in
question, I neither attempt to defend nor
-ppose its statements, but would draw
«tabbi Brickner's attention to past history,
and to present happenings which point
vut that the Catholic Church, in many
instances, has been amongst the bes?
iriends of the Hebrew people.

At the present moment both Cardinas
ulboons and Cardinal O’Connell are mak-
Ing a campaign to put down_ill will o~
discrimination against the Hebrew peo-
ple as citizens in the United States. An
event reported at the installation of
recent Pope—riwus X. if memory serves
aright—was that among the first who
called to oifer congratulations and tc
give thanks for past kindnesses was »
Hebrew delegation. The Popes have
given protection when none could be h
elsewhere. The Catholic Encyclopedis
testifys to this when it says: ‘‘Histor)
bears witness in particular to the untir-
ing anu energetic . efforts of the Romar
Ponuufs in behalf of tne Jews, especially
wnen threatened or actively pressed By
persecution, they appealed to the Holy
See for protection. It chronicles the
numerous protestations. of the Popes
against mob violence against the Jewish
race.””

At the beginning I mentioned reading
the report .with 'some disappointment.
Having heard Rabbi Brickner a few even-
ings previously at-the meeting of the
Protestant, Catholic ahd Jewish ' Big
Brothers and Big Sisters, he Hiad won my
sympathy, when aspeaking of the up-
rooting of his people from their homes
in other jands and the pathos of the line
that grows up lbetween them and their
«hildren in the new world. His words
also had the appeal of one who wishes
to co-operate for the general good. It s
to be hoped, however, that the error with
regard to Mr. Chesterton was one solely
of ignorance and that wheén anger roused
by slights—imagined or real—<against his
people has cooled, that Rabbi Brickner
will see that the general attitude towards
his people of the religion he branded
has been and is far removed from that
of fanaticism.

Catholie.

TO BE LEAN YEAR
FOR SOCKEYE SALMON

Victoria, B.C., Feb. 28.—The run of
sockeye salmon to the Fraser River
this year will range itself definitely
with the lean years of that river, and
the former big years of the Fraser

{of the past,

must be regarded wholly as a thing
, according to the conclu-
{ sion reached by Dr. C. H. Gilbert,
| fisheries expert appoiated by the gov-
| ernment. which was tabled in the legis-
lature foday. Blockade of the Yale
| canyQn in 1913, ag a result of blast-
i ing operations, the report says, caused
the catastrophe, - which became irre-
!parable before - adequate measures of
;"ene[ could be taken.

MRS.HOUSEWI}*E.NOW, “hubby, these are a few fhings 1 want you to attend to this spring.

DIVIDES HOUSE

{Continued From Page 1). :
forces also united in opposing it on
the ground that it would tend to dis-
courage people from holding property.
‘Finally the Speaker declared that the
second reading of the bill was lost.
Mr. Homuth was not satisfled and

secured a vote, with the result as.
A3

voted .above,

There was a Jong discussion on
the second reading of Wellington Hay’s
bill to provide for the double platoon
fire brigade system in places over
100,000 population.

_';‘he bill was given a second Teading.

Fitness Marry,

The bill of Dr, Forbes Godfrey to
make it compulsory for applicants for
marriage licenses to first secure' a
reedical certificate as to their fitness
to marry was not given a wsecond
reading, but was held over for the
present. The measure reads:

Before a license or’ certificate is
issued there %hall be delivered to
the issuer or deputy issuer a cer-
tificate in writing, signed by a leg-
ally gualified medical practitioner,
and stating that he has personally
examined each of the parties to
the intended marriage, and that
neither of them ds an idiot, im-
becile, epileptic, or- lunatic, or
feeble-minded or defective, or
sexual pervert,  drug habituate,
habitual criminal, habitual vag-
rant, or suffering from venereal
disease, tuberculosis or cancer;
that in his opinion the general con-
dition of each of the said parties
is such that thé offspring of the
marriage will probably be of nor-
mal mentality and physique.

Necessary -Measure.

In supporting his bill Dr. Godfrey
said it was a step towards improving
the health of the ‘People of the prov-
inte and should receive the govern-
ment's sympathetic consideration.

The provineial  Secretary, however,
thought the measure was too far in
aavance of present public opinion.
Hg thought marriages in Ontario
would decrease if the bill were passed.
Nothing should be done except in as-
sceiation with the other provinees.

Major 'Folmie said the bill related
to a’ question of morals and in con-
sidering it the question of public
opinion should not be entertained.
The bill should be sent to committee
and fully discussed.

C. F. Swayze (Niagara Falls) would
have a conference held of all the
state and provincial medical authori-
ties of the continent with a view to
teking action that would protect pub-~
li¢c health.

The premier thought fhe bill had
much to commend it. It would bring
about an ideal condition. But the bill
would work a great wrong to many
innocent people and strike a blow at
modesty. However, what was needed
was a campaign of education. Mean-
while he would held the bill over un-
ti! next session,

Hon, G. H. Ferguson wanted the bill
discussed by a speofal committee,

The attorney-general understood
tte whole marriage_guestion was un-
der consideration and that a general
hill would be brought down. Dr.
Godfrey’s measure, therefore, he
thought, should be allowed to remain
over,

The bill stands for the present,

Workmen’s Compensation.

A caucus of Labor members of the
legislature yesterday was held at the
parliament buildings to consider
amendments to the workmen’s com-
pensation act, which will be introduced
if the house by P, Heeaan, Laibor
member for Kenora. The ameadments
will seek to provide that all coming
under section two of the act, in-
cluding municipalities, railway aad
navigation companies, shall take back
injured workmen after they have re-
covered from their injuries, and place
them in some form of employment
where they may, together with tha
amount they receive from the work-
en’s compensation board, be ensured
of a wage commensurate with that
received before injury.

The move is directed more
ticularly against one railway com-
pany, which the Labor mea cliim
has. been content to -allow its in-.
jured workingmen to drag along on the
money derived from the compensation
board. The labor men point out that
in the days goze by one-armed men
were often given jobs as flagmen and
im eimilar positions on the railroads.
They assert that this practice has
been dropped.

QUART PRICE OF MILK
IS REDUCED IN KINGSTON

Kingston, Feb. 28.—(Special.)—Milk
was reduced from fourteen to thir-
teen gents per quart -here today. Lo-
cal conditions of distribution are the
sole cause for the reduction in prices.
Without compulsory pasteurization or
certification the city market is wide
open, and milk producers who are
not tied up by contracts for a spe-
cified period are in a position to un-
flersell competitors the moment there
IS any appreciable increase in suppiy

par-
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end.

By C

(Continued From Yesterday's Worid.)

At umst,. Red Newton thM'»st
shoulders in the fashion of one who has
no call to meddie in ‘the affair of others,
‘but as fresh aspects of the matter pre-
sented themselves to his iconsideration,
a very real damger to all hik family arose
to confront him. For Newt to shoot
Henry Falkins before the deacon’s little
plan  for the assassination of the Hon-

‘orable Cale Floyd and Jake Falerin had

been carried out would precipitate a clan
fight and serious; interfere with his
nicely-laid scheme” And after Jake and
ithe Honorable Cale had been disposed of
the assassiné must plead self-defence
and the Spooner crowd assume, for the
time ibeing, an air of peace and injured
innocence. Newt must not be allowed
to interfere with the arrangements of
this elders, however natural and laudable
his desire to kill Henry Falkins might
be. So Red told what he had seen to
the deacon, and the deacon shadowed his
impetuous young kinsman, and there-
fore, a8 Newt, crouching by the sum-
mer house, thrust his revolver behind
him cock it, the deacon’s hands closed
silently around his, and ithe deacon’s
thumb was jammed between the back-
drawn hammer and the firing-pin.

So suddenly interrupted at the thresh-
hold of his attainment, a man from the
lowlanus wowld have betrayed himself
with an oath or exclamation, or at least
have struggled noisily in “the grip ¢hat
thwarted him. Newt Spooner WwWAaS a
mountaineer. Ambuscading caution was
to him as instinctive as to the fox or
weasel. He felt his md drawn down
at his back so for¢ibly that, crouching
with his weight on one knee and ope
foot, he could not rise—yet he remained
utterly noiseless.

He carefully turned his head, and at
the distance:of a few inches recognized,
even in the darkness, the drooping mus-
tache and square jaw of the deacon.
The deacon was holding a finger of the
disengaged hand to his lips in an im-.
perative command for silence. Black
Pete was always a dip]om:,t. ﬂE: d::-
garded this moment as one of ra -
perat erisis, calling for extreme fintsse.

No word of explanation could be
spoken; the slightest sound of scuffling
would give the alarm fatal to both. He
kfiew that the implacable hatred of this
gingle-idead boy was not a thing;to yield
readily. So he ocontinued to ﬂut into
his manner and touch something of
subtle and friendly assurance, lest Newt
flare into reckless and needl2ss antagon-
ism. And Newt felt at the moment a
wave of relief in recognizing one of his
own people. 5
_The strategist gently shook the hand
which held the weapon in hint that Newt
should surrender it, whiie he nodded
and laid the other hand conciliatingly on
ihe bov’s shoulder. Slowly, Newt sur-
rendered the pistol, and the deacon si-
lently rose to his feet and pointed off
thru the bushes. The boy strode sullen-
ly on ahead and neither he nor his
captor made a sound or spoke:a word
until they had progressed so far into the
shadow/ that they were safe from over-
hearing. Then and then only Newt
His voice was almost a sob in
its bitter and vibrant passion, as, with
blazing eyes and snarling teeth, he de-
manded: §

‘“What in hell did ye do thet fur?
Damn=-ye, he b'longs to me. Ye d}dn't
hev no call ter interfere.” .He torew
himself prone on the ground, clawing
into it with his lean ‘fingers as a fren-
zied animal might claw, and his thin
body racked itself with silent sohs of
anger and frustration. It ended in a fit:

of coughing which he could net control,

and which he smothered in his two hands
until the paroxysm passed. ;
The deacon sought to soothe him. Most
mountaineers speak with:-a nasal bsrsh-
ness, but this man had the exceptional
quality that gave to his words an in-
gratiating and ygelvety smoothness.

“Don’t worry, son.. I wguldn't have
interfered, only I. was obliged to. He's
Your enemy, and he did yow wrong, but
this zin't the moment to kill him. Go
back home and bide your time. If you
need help, call on me after a little.”

“Hits as fitten a time as any;”’ blurted
Newt tensely. “They hain’t no manner
of use puttin’ hit off. I tells ye Pm
e1gwine ter git him. Hit hain’t ergwine
ter do no good to argify with me. Noth-
in’ hain't ergwine ter change me none.”

‘“Son,” insisted the other calmly. -1
ain't aimin’ to chauge you. I've never
let men change me, have I? But there's
a time for everything, an’ just now you
must hearken to me.” He sketched
briefly and forcibly his interviews in
the office of the commonwealth attorney
and at the jail. He enlarged on the
fatality of having ancther shooting by a
mountaineer tread so close on the heels
“You aif’t aimin’ to put these boys’
necks into ropes, son?’ he suggested
chidingly at the end. ‘‘You can get your
man without, makin’ your own kin pay
such a steep price, All I ask of you is
to pass me your word that you won't do
anything until you get back to the hills.
Seems to me that’s fair enough.”

New!. sat silent for a time, scowling
blackly, but at last he rose and nodded.
“I gives ye my hand on that—becausec
I don’t see no way ter help myself,” he
capitulated. Tt 1is the mountain’s for-
mula of oath, and, tho the men who usc
it rareiy shake hands, its utterance is a
recognized bond.

- - L]

Newt resumed his journey into: the
mountains, and at last, after several
days, when the pitchiness of night closed
in until it seemed that the mountains
moved up and huddled closer togethe:,
he wat. on well-remembered roads and
did not pause,

With the coming of the moon, the hills
underwent a wizardry of beauty which
was jost o1 the bhoy,

Ahead of him Newt saw his destina-
tion. A cabin of logs stood darkly at the
side of the roa@l, marking his journey’s
T™0 ‘the moon struck across the
small, hard-tramped yard, the housa
threw its shadow forward and was itseif
a «block of darkness, from which shone
no light. That was .because there was
no light to snine, except what came from
the fireplace, and because there was no
window thru which it might show. He
knew ecvery wretched detail by heast,
There was one room only, except for the
lean-to shed, which served as a kitchen
and dizing-rocm, and that was reached
by going oulside and walking around tlie
corner of the house. The one room was
pictured on his mind almost as cleariy
as he trudged toward its doorstep as it
could be when he entered it. Thru the
alabs of the puncheon floor the wini
came in gusty weather. In each of the
four corners was a . large double-bed,
with feather mattresses, for the family,
when lLe had left home, had numbered
six. About: the log'walls, on pegs driven
into the chinking, would be hanging such
articles of clothing as were not in use,
except such other articles as were thrust
in disorder under the beds. Unless the
family had “lain down,” they would be
huddling about the hearth, with their
shoes off, for even in June, when the
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kindie an evening fire, g
past ‘his great: , - old Lusxe
Spooner, had sat at the right-hand cor-
ner of that th, mumbl mmﬁ%u
long white beard, Newt wondered l"f
would sfill be there. He had been al-
most a centenarian when they tock the

the tentiary; nis |
grandsun away to penite

sight almost gone, his hearing al
glo‘:e. nis: brain wasted to a remnant of
nightmare brooding, but his physical
vitality holding out iike a spent and
stubborn fortress. Once he had been
among the most feared of feudists, tire-
less, unafraid, vindictive, and honest.
He would hardly be there now, reflected
Newt. He must have died by this time.
One member of the mily only would
he greet with any feelifig akin to wel-
His father had in his rough way
’ him, and Newt in an
equally wolfish fashion had reciprocated.
the feeling, It had never been expressed
in words or demonstration, for of these
things the mountaineer is as chary as &
grizzly, Often in the long warfare of
uarreling and bickering between his
?sther and mother, which Newt regard-
ed as a natural and universal.incident
of family life, his “pappy” had taken
his side and rescued him from a “whop-

ping. :
hﬁeg&&mﬂ he would be glad to see
er. A .

‘He crossed the stile, hewn in rough
steps from a poplar stump, and strode
over to the broken mills that served.
as a doorstep. He shouted, “I'm a-comin
in,”” and pushed at the door. It was
barred. That was a sign of the trouble-
some condition of the times. The moun-
taineer shouts an announcement of his
coming from a distance to avoid the

of surreptitiousness, but having
reached the threshold, does not

“Who's thet?” & high-pitched,
irritable voice from the int: . It was
his mother’s voice, and Newt replied:

“Hit's me, mammy. Let me in.”

No outburst of murmur or surprise
broke from the cabin at the announce-
ment of the prodigal’s return. He heard
only the -asping of a bar being drawn
from its sockets, and then the door
‘swung in. Newt entered, and with no
offer to embrace his mother, cast an ap-
praising glance about the p! which
the logs on the hearth revealed in a
wavering light. The corners of the room
were darkly shadowed, but the sémi-
circle about the fireplace was red and
yellow from the flames. The rafters were
smoke-blackened, and an odor hung be~
tween the wells .like that in a house
used for curing hams.

About the fire sat the family group,
but none of them rose -to welcome him.
At the right-hand corner sat old Luke.
He was not dead then, after all, tho just
now he was sleepi with his bearded
mummy-like face fallen forward and his
.ong hickory staff rsﬂng between his
knees. Newt’'s younger brother, ‘Little
fjke,” grown since he had left home
from a boy of thirteen to a gawky and
angular young cub of sixteen, and his
sister, who had been twelve, and was
now fifteen, stared at him in shy silerce.
His mother,” who was only a lmél; more
than forty, had all the seeming sixty,
She was bent and slovenly. But of his
father he saw nothing, tho a man sat

.in the remaining chair, and when this

interloper leaned forward, holding down
his \;‘eud hwmx his forefinger as _spat
et the ashes. %

Newt recognized Clem Rawlins, a dis-
tant kinsman. Clem’s presence surprised
‘him Iittle, for it would have been quite
natural for Clem or any othier man who
found himself benighted to stop and
“stay all night.” . S

His mothér came forward, and invited:

‘““I'ake my cheer, Newt. I'll set on the
bed.”” - ;

Newt dropped into the seat, and in-

quired:
pappy?*’

“Daid,” was his mother's laconic reply.

“Wihen did he die?”

Clem Rawlins answered
drawling’ voice: : <

“He failed tol'able fast-like after ye
left, Newt. He had the weak treemers,
an’ died erbout cawn-plagtin’ time a-
follerin’ of yore goin' down below.”

The boy said nothing. He sat mutely
scowling into the fire. ; .

A constrained silenice fell on the gath-
ering, which was at last broken by the
boy’s mother in a tone of dubious embar-
rassment:

“With yore old gran-pap on my hands,
Newit, an’ yore pap daid an’ Little Luke
kind of puny-iike, I couldn’t hardly git
along withouten someé man on the place
an’ s0—" She paused again, then added,
'with a mote half-apology, thalf- ce:
“An’' so I married Clem. I was plumb
driv ter hit.” -

She knew that the boy had never liked
his kinsman, Clem Rawlins, but now
Newt sat with his brow drawn and his
gaze flxed on the embers, making no
responge. Clem waited stolidly, puffing
at this pipe, tho ihe, too, would be glad
when the moment of explanation was

in a deep,

knock. 1

ously on the withered und decaying

ended. At last, the boy dismissed the
topic with the -curt comment: \

t'he‘
anxious ¢ , and she itried to
give it an

atiating quality, as
she *

W e see, Newty, atter yore
died % & heap of trouble.

“You all didn’t low T'd meed my rifle-
e repeated slowty, vie

e _hardly reck-

on I'd ever come back hyar-abouts.” Ye

‘lowed I, wuz buried alive in that d—-—d
penitentiary, whar ye let me go without

paused, and his.

Then his utterance

ve ‘'lowed plumb

wrong.

thyar ter do, an’ hits a thing thet cals

fer a gun. Ye done married this-hyar

man. That's yore business an’ his'n.

‘Pears like ter me yo mout ‘a’ done a

sight hetter, but I hein’t got no eall ter
say mothin’ erbout thet.”

With a vague idea of placating both

sides of what might become a

rupture, the suggested in a mild.
, woman mild-
er tone than usual :

“I mout 'a’ done a sight wusser, too,
Newt >

The boy sniffled,

“I don’t hardly see
‘“Now, I've done been
‘What's become of my pappy's gun?”

“I done give it ter Clem.”

The son nodded his head. :

“Thet’s what 1 ’lowed. Now, that gun
iongs ter me. I've done lawfully heired
hit from my pap” He turned suddenly
to Clem Rawling, and his voice rang out
in sharp and peremptory outburst,

‘“Go git hit!” A ’

,"" he retorted.

Rawlins rose in quick obedience, and

went to his own corner, wherice he fetch-
ed. the repeating rifle that had been the
elder Spooner’s. : .

Newt stood before the fireplace ,test-
ing and loading the magazine, while nis
mother looked on in anxious scrutiny,

Then the centenarian across the hearth
roused up, lifting his amcient and with-
ered face, in which the jaw muscles
worked loosely, flabbily. :

““Who air thot feller?’ he demanded. in
a quavering, accusing voice, gazing up,
without recognition, at the tall figure
which towered over him.

“Thet' little Newt,’’ shouted the
mother, g her lips close to his eéar.
The old/man sat foolishly blinking for a
time, a s wandering thoughts came
back to )

Finally;»

he penitentiaried. In- -day no Spooner
wouldn’t ’a’ done hit. Yes air the fust
one thet’s ever wore S

“I wouldn't of gone thar mnuther,

my own kin hed a-stood by me,’” blazed

the boy, with am evil glitter in his eys,
“Don’t pay nim no mind, Newt,” has-
tily admonished Bhis mother. ‘“He hain't
noways responsible. He’s plumb fitty.”
“Why the h—— don’t he die?”’ demsnd-
ed the youth, gazing down

ure,. :
“I'm kinder tuckered out,” he added.
‘1 moment later, ‘I reckon I'll lay down.”
Such was New! Spoomer's home-com-

ing.

(Continued Tomorrow Morning.)

AMHERSTBURG APPOINTMENT.

Ottawa, Feb. 28.—(By Canadian
Press) —It is announced by the civil
service commission that James Carl

Brandie has been appointed postmaster .

of Ambherstburg, Ont.
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For a Few Days. Another Big
Shipment of New Universities

Dictionaries Are

On the Way

WORLD READERS ARE FORTUN-
ATE IN THAT OPPORTUNITY IS
GIVEN TO OBTAIN THE LATEST
REVISED COPY OF THIS FAMOUS
DICTIONARY, AT A COST THAT IS"
ALMOST NEGLIGIBLE. MANY NEW
WORDS ARE BEING CONSTANTLY
ADDED TO THE LANGUAGE AND
OTHERS DISCARDED.

THROW AWAY YOUR OLD DIC-
TIONARY—IT IS OBSOLETE.

YOU SHOULD

'NOT PERMIT YOUR

FAMILY TO BE DEBARRED FROM
THE ADVANTAGES THIS MODERN
EDUCATOR PROVIDES.

READ AND CLIP THE COU.
PON ON ANOTHER PAGE
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