
year has been euch that no statistics have Khmi-
beei. needed to prove Its proj,'riss. The
activity that has prevailed In all parts of
the Dominion, the large enterprises that
have been uiuiertaUen, the continued de-
mand for labour—all these prove bevond
qnestlon that Canada has recentlv booii de-
velo|)inK rapidly and Kive us everv re.ison
to bi'lieve that when the next census li
taken the result will be satisfactory.
From the financial point of view, Mr.

Spealcor, the results of the year were ex-
ceedluRly satisfactory. We had a revenue *i

of $52,514,701.13, a little less than my anti- }

clpatlons. but considerably greater than ihe i

revenue of the previous year. It will l)e I)
Interesting to know that this Increase In
revenue comes to us from all the different '^'

classes Into which we divide our receipts as
appears by the following statement :
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These increases are all Interesting, but
some of them are worthy of special note.
The excise duties are alwa.vs interesting,
not only because of the amount of duty In-
volved In them, but because they show the
consumption of certain articles which enlist

i>^ illLlll'liil ill Mivc.|!aM,uu>.'

a good deal of attention In the countrv
Whether or not It will be gratifying to make
the statement, the fact must be stated that
there has been an Increase during the year
in the receipts In all branches of the excise
duties, as appears from this table :
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I give these figures because, as I have
stated, the growth of trade In these articles
Is always a matter of Interest, whether or
not it meets with general approval. There
are one or two other Items In the revenue
which are worthy of special note. I think
my hon. friend the Postmaster General has
reason to congratulate himself on the state
of the post office revenue. There was an
Increase of $235,909.77 in the revenue of
that department. The post office receipts
as shown in the books of the Finance De-
partment amounted to $3,441,504.93. The ex-
penditure, by the same account, was $3,-
939,440.01, showing a deficit of $489,941.08,
according to the books of the Finance Ue-
purcment. My hon. friend the Postmaster
General has In his own report drawn at-
tention to the different services performed
as compared with the services of former

I

years, and In that light has made out a
!

more favourable statement But I give
the figures as they appear In the books of
the Finance Department, and they repre-
sent a deficit for the year of $489,041.08.
It Is of course quite a large sum; but when
we remember that only a few years agn
the deficits of the Post Office Departmein
were $700,000 and $800,000 per annum. If
there was nothing else to explain the mat
ter, thlo reduction down ta $489,000 wouM
be a remarkable reduction on which niv
hon. friend the Postmaster General mlgli;
well congratulate himself. But when \\v
are able to go further and show that Ii

the meantime my hon. frlond Jjrs mor
than cut the English postage In two, au^
that he has reduced the Canadian postag
one-third, that he has practically cut of.

what somebody else has described" as a mit


