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heir of the Hapsburgew «et the civilized world in horror

and the Austro-Hungarian empire in mourning. In

tracing the ramificationn of the treacherous plot, the

lines were found to run to Belgrade. And when Austro-

Hungary demanded inquiry and action by a tribunal in

which repiesentativoH from Austro-Hungary should sit,

Servia repelled the demand as inconsistent with her

dignity. Believing that inquiry and action by Servia

alone would be no inquiry and no action, Austro-

Hungary felt obliged to take the chastisement of the

criminals and their abettors into its own hands.

Then Ruasia intervened to stay the hand of Austro-

Hungary and asked the German emperor to mediate

between Austro-Hungary and Servia. The emperor

undertook the task. But while in the midst of it he

learned that Russia was m( .ing troops upon his own

border. He immediately de. mded of Russia that tlus

should cease, but without avail or even reply. He pro

tested again with the like result. Finally, at midnight

on the 31st of July, his embassador at St Petersburg

laid the demand before the Russian Minister of Foreign

Affairs that the Russian mobilization must cease within

twelve hours, otherwise Germany would be obliged to

mobilize.

At the same time the emperor directed his embassador

in Paris to inquire of the French government whether,

in case of war between Germany and Russia, Franco

would remain neutral. The time given expired without

any explanation or reply from Russia and without any

guarantee or assurance from France. The federal council

of the German empire, consisting of representatives from

the twenty-five states and the imperial territory of

Alsace-Lorraine, then authorized the declaration of war

against Russia, which declaration applied, according to


