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LETTERS FROM THE SEA 2I

ferrets are getting on all right. I had a fight with
a lellow the other day, because he hit nic in the evedu.mg dinner, and I licked him easily. He was
hardly as ta 1 as me, but a good bit heavier and
stronger. We are having rare jolly weather now
1 went to Start Point on th(. whole holiday, and
did not go on the boating expedition after all as I
particularly wanted to go to Start Point to {jetsome more gulls' eggs. I will send you a list of the
eggs I have got this term. The two seagulls' werevery hard set, and so were the cliiff-c'.affs' I am
going to hard-boil the seagulls' and try and make
the diiu-chaffs rot away, as if T boiled them thevwould crack, because the shell is so thin. I got
he five bob you sent me. Thank you very much

indeed for it. as I wa. afraid when I wrote that I
should get It too late.—Your loving son,

Edward A. Baird.

xvn.

H.M.S. Britannia. 13th July 1884.
My dear MoTHER,-\Vill you ask Kitty whether

she IS quite sure that they are young bullfinches thatshe knows, as the ones we got last year were notbul finches at all, but linnets ? Tell her a bullfinchmakes its nest entirely of sticks, and the young
birds have got huge great ugly-shaped beaks, and
t you put your finger in them they bite awfullyhard I am glad to hear that .ix young ferretshave been born, and I hope that they willall live


