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two iniprossioiis
; first, that such present on-litions of tlic property

involved in the Incpiiry ns are not .sitisfaetory must bo alone due to
the Lessor and the n!ana<;enn'nt, and secondly that.tho reelosin^' of the
Foord pit .n LS92 ia to be attributed to a " hu'k of eo-opcration "

between the Af,'ent and th(! special nianajjor for that iiit. It will also
be eonclnded that the actions of ofKeials of tiie Mines Departinentaro .

without the pale of the Jncpiiry, likI that no duties and no responsir
bility to tlie Lessor rested upon them.

That these inferences are not borne out by the facts omitted from
the Koport, but herewith niad(i evitb-nt in the sulijoined eorrespond-
enco it is the object of this h'eply to declare.

Perhaps it would be well to briefly summarize what this Report
is about before proceeding,' to discuss it in detail. It may bo said to
cenr.re itself aljuut a mine that, years a-jo before it was leased to the
present holders, had a largo trade and drew about it a population that
iived on supplying the workpeople. l!ut times changed, grave acci-

dents happened, trade turned to other holds, tiros o.-curied and
smouldered on for years in spite of efforts for their extinguislinient,
iJiid like many things old it had atsipiired .some undesirable yet
unremediable conditions. The then lessees transferred their interest
to the present holders, who in their turn incurred heavy expenditurea
in an endeavor to redevelop the jiroporly.

With regard to its history,— mining in the Pietou Coal Field began
as far back as 1818, and a strip of the main seam was taken in the
best part along the crop as far east and \vcst as the (piality of the
coal warranted. A sub.setiu.'iit working took another strip further to
the deep along the strike of the seam within the limits of saleable
coal. Then a jut 900 feet deep took a further lift practically to the
same limits. Fires from time to time n.ce.^sitated Hooding the mines
with water, and free access throughout the old workings was cut olF

by falls of roof and crushes. In all the workings the siz.. of the
pillars was designed to sustain merely the cover, and a future
systematic draving of pillars was not contemplated (a.) This is an
important consideration in the light of the Commission's suggestion.s.

The lease originally held by the Genoial Mining Association" was in
1873 transferred to the Halifax Company. After the explosion in

the Foord pit in 1880, and until the water that flooded the mine
was got out and an entry made in 1890, no coal was got from the
main seam, but in the meantime two lower seams, the Third and
McGregor, were opened and worked.

(a) See Mines Fires Report, pajfts 4 and 11.


