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the anake- fences as we past tliom. Mandrakes are

found in ([iiantities in the Hurton groves. The} grow

rather low, and have large Iriglit green leaves and

handsome white flowers. The fruit is liki; a tine yellow

plum spotted with red. ft is l>ulpy within a rind, and

has small seeds and a high flavour. When pulled uj) by

a strong hand it makes a {)eculiar sound. The wo(»ds

abound in beautiful wild flowers in spring, with varied

tinted humming-birds, and a great variety of the feiithered

tribe.

Mrs. Gourlay showed my wife a pond full of what

she ealled "snapping turtles," from a propensity tliey

have of biting at wdiite fingers. Tlie Anglo-Saxons, in

return, make soup of them. Sonu' were seen basking on

the stomas or logs, as they usually do. We eertainly

fancied that " snapping turtles " was a name given to

alligators ; but these, at any rate, are tortoise l)eastie8.

rVay-fish are also foimd in the streams and ponds in the

neiijlibourhood. In the thick woods there are several

sorts of snakes, some of tliem venojuous, especially the

rattlesuaki>.

Tlie F»iU'ton Lodge garden is very productive, as is

also the farm, so that the family have an abundance of

fruit and vegetables, eggs, milk, liutter, and cheese.

They kill their own mutton and beef, pork, lamb, and

veal; they grow their (jwn corn, and bake their own

bread, brew their own beer, and make their own candles,

and nuich of the sugar ; indeed, except groceries, wines,

and spirits, the farm supplies everything they require,

and yet there are only eighty acres under cultivation,

and some twenty or thirty kept for firewood. I'he

land near Barton sells for one hundred pounds per acre

for building on. By the common arrangement, the


