
roquircs no organ, nor is it restricted to gifted men like S.inlcey and

rjiillips. It is daily done by very little ehildrcjn witliout any instru-

ments " out of the mouths of babes and sucklings"—as it was long

ago : and that, as our Lord himself testified, perfectly.

(4) Attempts are made to vindicate tiie introduction of instru^

mental music by the still more mischievous doctrine that this is

necessary to attract young and worldly people to tlie church by

ministering to their sensuous tastes. Tiiis is directly contrary to the

teaching and practice of Christ and His Ai)Ostles; to tiie conduct of

our reforming forefathers, who left the maguiticent ritual of Home for

tiie simplicity of tiie Gospel ; and to all experience of human nature,

which sliews that such meretricious attractions are fatal to the true

prosperity of the church, and tend to delude unwary souls into a

belief that they are worshipiiing God when they are merely gratifying

their own senses ;
while tliese petty attemi.ts to attract the tliought-

less, disgust and repel from religion the more earnest and practical

class of minds.

(5) The introduction of instrumental music is a waste of the

means at the disposal of the church for the promotion of tiie trutii,

and shoulil on tiiis ground be coiulemned by every tiiouglitful Gliris-

tian. The sum invested in a single city church organ, is often sulti-

cient to suj^port one or two missionaries to the heatlien or to tin;

neglected districts of our own country. Viewed in tliis way, and in

tiie ligiitofthe previous statements, tiie sound of tlie organ siiould

be to the ear of the Ciiristian notliing less tlian tiie dirge of lost souls.

(G) Tin; case of those who have always Itecn accustomed to the

use of iiiMrumental music and other so-calKd aids to devotion, is

different from that of those whose predecessors had emancipated

themselves from such ehmnts of the Avorld, and who afterwards

return to them. The latter are in every way less e.xcusal' than the

former.

(7) It is iKild by some that in "non-essential" matters of this

kind, when a majority is in favour of a change, the minority should

submit. It is clear, however, that this cannot be correct, otherwisi^

a numerical majority could always ovt'rride the trutii, and it woubl

become a duty rather than a criiiie to follow tiie multitiid' in down-

ward ways. The minority may submit if they can reconcile it with

conscience and principle to acquiesce in the innovation, but they

ought to retire if they cannot, in consistency with their felt duty to

Christ, do so.

(8) In the case of a majority d.'ti-rmining to introduce any inno-

vation of the kind above referred to, the position of suwh majority


