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14. At sunrise, Columbus, in a rich and splendid dress,

land^, and, with a drawn sword in his hand, and iHsplay*

inji; the rojpl standard, t<M>k possession of the island for the
crown of Spain, ail his followers kneeling on the shore
and kissj^ing the trround with tears of joy. The natives,

who had assembled m sreat numbers on the (irst a|jpear-

amse of the ships, stood around the Spaniards, gazing in

speechless astonishment.
16. **The Kuropeans were hardly less amazed at the

scene liefore them. Every herb, and shrub, ard tree was
diiTerent from those which flourished in Europe. The in-

habitants appeared in the simple inn(x;ence of nature, ea-
tirely nak^d. Thoir blat^k hair, long and uncurled, floated

upon their shoulders or was bound m tresses pround their

ht'ads. Though not tall, they were well shaped and^active.

Th«iy were shy at first, through fear, but soon became fa-

miliar with the Spaniards ; from whom, with transports of
joy, they received various trinkets, for wliich in return

they gave srtich prf)visions as they had, and some cotton

yarn, the only cammodity of value thev could produce."*'

16. To this island Columbus g:tve the name of San Sal-

vador. The tiatives called it Guanahani, and by that

name it is now known. It is one of the Bahama isles, und
is above three thousand miles from Gomera, the most
western of the (yanaries. From the |K)verty and ignorance
of the inhabitants, Colimibus was convinced that he had
not yet arrived a^. the rich country which was the object

of his wearch. Leaving Guanahani, he discovered and
visited several othfHr islands, and at length arrived at one
calb'd Hayii, and by him. Hispaniula. Here he remained
a few weeks, Siid then returned to Spain.

17. The news of riis wonderful discovery filled the king-

d(»m with a^onishment and joy. His reception at court

was accompanied by flattering and splendid ceremonies
ordaint^d for the occasion ; and he was honored by many
pnMifs of royal favor. He made three subsequent voyages,
and, in 149R, discovered the continent of Ajnerica, at the
mouth of the Oronoro, a river of the third or fourth mag-
nitude in the New World, but far surpassing the largest

in the Old.
.;

18. The honnir, however of first discovering the eonti-

nent, must, without diminishing the merit of Columbus,
be given to John Cabot and his son Sebastian. They were
Venetians by birth, but, soon afler.the result of the first

Toyagt of Columbui Vr'Oi known* irar? ttnti by tkt
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