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;' at Btampes was shovni " Brunehild b tower,

and n^r Cahors " Brunehild'B fort." A more inter-

estii^g evidence of her activity for the good of her

people for ages existed in the by-word of " Brune-

hilcTs alms," which long retained the evidence of

her abundant charities. She protected men of letters,

_a rare production in that day,-and in return wo

find one of them, Fortunatus, bishop of Poitiers,

dedicating poems to her.

But the life of Queen Brunehild was far from

being a quiet one. In addition to her conflicts with

her mortal foe, Queen Predegonde, she had her own

nobles to fight against. They seem to have d^

tested her from the fact that her palace was filled

with royal officers and favorites, whoso presence ex-

cited the jealousy of the great landholders and

warriors. But Brunehild protected them, with un-

yielding courage, against their foes, and proved her-

self every inch a queen. It was a semblance of the

Koman imperial monarchy which she wished to es-

tablish in Austrasia, and to her efforts in this direc

tion were due her struggles with the turbulent lords

of the land, whose opposition gave her more and

more trouble as time went on.

A story of this conflict is told by Gregory of Tours.

One of the palace officers of the queen, Lupus, a

Roman by birth, but made by her duke of Cham-

pagne, » was being constantly insulted and plundered

by his enemies, especially by Ursion Bertfr.ed. At,

last, having agreed to slay him, they marched against

him with an army. At the sight, Brunehild, com-

passionating the evil case of one of her lieges unjustly


