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II. March l"). An annular Eclipse of tlio Snn. Tliis Eclipse Mill

be p.irtial and visible in Nova Scotia and New-Brunswick :

Bcirinning Gh. 28ni. M, )

Ending Uh, 11m. M. ji
Mean time at Halifax.

The Sun will rise pai'tially eclipsed, and but a small portion of its disc

will be obscured

III. August 21, A pai'tial Eclipse of the Moon in the morning.
Tl'.is Eclij.so will be invisible in North America, excepting on the shores

of the Pacific.

IV. A total Eclipse of the Sun, September 7. This Eclipso will be
invisible in British North America, liut will be total in South America.

THE COMET.
TIm! phenomena which liavo created most fear and alarm amongst

mankind, liave been those of Eclijises aiid Comets; and it was not until

the science of Astronomy hail boon cultivated for years, that any
rational ideas regarding the latter weiv in-omulgated.

Dr. Ilalley, alter laborious calculation—even nights, days and years
spent in ligures and planetary ohservations—calculated the return of
twenty-four Comets, lie discovercl tliat tlie Comet (jf 1(182 was the
same that aitpeiireil in lijOy and lool; whote path, in its orbit, is com-
pleted in seventy-five or seventy-six years. The Comet of 10(31 was
suj>po&cd to be the one of l.)32, completing every journey in 121) years
—that the Comet of 1080 was the same one that a.)ipcarcd in 1100, and
previous to that period in 531; first noted fuurty-four years before

Christ,

Some Comets, noted in ancient times, have not yet become visilde,

inasmuch as their range, or the distxncc they are permitted to soar
a))ove the planetary system, may be to within a comparatively shoi't

space of the Fixed Stars; so tliat tl>ousands of years niay elapse before

some return to their perihelion, or point of a planet's orbit Avlierein it is

iieareHt the Sun.
The great Comet of 1080 was the most magnificent object of its kind

seen in modern liuKvs. Its tail was 112 millions of miles in leiigtb,

reaching ninety degrees across the heavens. Whon in its perihelion, it

came so near the Sun, that, in accordance with Sir Isaac Newton's cal-

culations, tlie l)ody of the Comet must have been heated 2000 times
bolter than red-hot iron, and could not get cool again in upwards of a
ndllion of years! Our readers may congratulate themselves that this

Comet of 1080 is not the same witli the one expected to llame in the
firmament in 1857—8; but our posterity will have to tremble at the
approach of the terrific monster in 22651!

Halley's Comet, which appeared in 1082^ two years after its big
brother had winged its way from tlie Sun, returns, by Halley's compu-
tation, every seventy-six years. It came as predicted, in 1759 and 1835,
and its next advent will be in 1911. That Comet travels a million miles
or more beyond the orbit of the planet Neptune. It is, however, a pigmy
compared to the one now iipproaching us—the Comet ot 1550, whose
unexpected advent struck terror throughout all Europe.
The best authorities are of opinion that the Comet of )204 and that of

1556, which is now approaching, arc identical. It does not appear


