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6 PREFACE.

work may lack in beauty of diction, and gracefulness of expres-

sion, unwearied pains have been taken to make it bistorically

correct.

I have chosen to embody in the work the manuscripts them-

selves, rather than to give the facta in a more modern style,

partly because the unique mode of expression often used has at-

tractions to my own mind, and partly because most historical

readers love that which has the savor of antiquity, and prefer the

original of an old book to the most polished modem version.

The names of all persons and places, and of some few words hav-

ing a local signification, have been spelled as in the original

manuscripts, except Michilimackinac, which in some instances

was spelled Missilimakina ; but, this being an Indian word, I

have preferred Schoolcraft's orthography.

Though a large portion of this volume is composed of the

manuscripts, much research has been necessary to obtain cor-

roborating testimony and connecting facts. The principal author-

ities which have been consulted for that purpose, are " Hennepin's

Travels," Wynne's " History of the British Empire," Parkman's

" Conspiracy of Poutiac," Schoolcraft's " Thirty Years with the

Indian Tribes," Lanman's "History of Michigan," IngersoU's

" Second War," and Bancroft's " History of the United States."

The facts concerning Detroit, after its occupation by the Amer-

icans, were obtained from Hon. S. Conant, Major Joshua Howard,

Major Abraham Edwards, and Hon. B. F. H. Witherell ; and

from Mrs. M. McCarty, and Mrs. Robert Abbott, daughters of

Peter Audrain, firat Secretary of the Territory, all of whom were

then residents of Detroit. By the politeness of Mr. Amos T.


