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may almdst betGi'med prehistoric— in China, forlnotancc,

there wa^ a; civilization in the far East, complete and sys*

tematic, which the great body of mankind at the present

day little realize or coniprehend, yet the evidences of that

civilization are to be found. Amid the jungles of Cam-
bodia and Siam are the ruins of temples of vast propor-

tions and' claborato structure—with lofty corridors of mag-

nificent col umnSj whose massive pedestals and sculptured

capitals indicate not only a dense population—a b^^gone

].>opulation—but a population advanced in refinement and

architectural knowledge. But what history tells who those

people were, or when they lived? The tiger roams

through the sculptured halls ; the civilization is effete ; no

mental power characterises the people of those lands. In

the family of nations they hold the lov/est place, and the

strong hand of European power crumples them to its will

as ambition or policy dictates.

There is not a man in this crowded Hall, who can call

back tlic teaching of his school thirty years ago, who was

not tanght that tlie great interior of Africa was a barren

waste— a s.'mdy desert, where no life, no vegetation thrived.

Yet what do we now learn 'i That it abounds with mag-

nificent plains of great verdure ; with noble rivers and

lake&;^ with lofty mountains, whose summits, covered with

perpetual snow, supply an unceasing iiTigation ; that its

table lands are clothed with dense forests ; that tropical

fruits , and cereals abound. Knowledge is power. The

happinesri of millions may yet depend upon that knowledge.

The ti'Vi'ljzation of the East, engrafted on the sterner cha-

racteristics of the European races, moved Westward over

to America: but even there, in some parts, thO; exis :enco

of aprior civilization was found. In Mexico and Peiu the

organizatiiin of strong and powerlid governments secured

the h'fl.ppiness and well-being of thriving and populous

natioii^,' rivalling those of the East in numbeis and ad-

van(,0inent. Temples were there of solid build, and even

three i centuries of ruthless modern occupation have not


