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SIEGE OF 1775.

ARNOLD'S EXPEDITION—DEATH OF

MONTGOMERY.

Thb invasion of Canada by the troops of the American

Congress rendered the year 1776 remarkable in the annals of

the Province. The principal points which will demand our

attention are the expedition of Arnold, the storming of Quebec,

and the death of Montgomery.
Canada, supposed to be perfectly secure, had been left

almost destitute of regular troops, nearly all of which had been

removed to Boston. The whole force of this description con-

sisted of only two Regiments of Infantry, the 7th Fusileers,

and the 26th, amounting to no more than eight hundred men.

Of these the greater part were in garrison at St. John's, the

rest dispersed through the various posts. The Province was,

however, extremely fortunate in the character, talents and

resources of the Governor, General Carleton.

On the 17th September, 1775, Brigadier General Richard

Montgomery, who had formerly been in the British service,

appeared at the head of an army, before the Fort of St. John's,

which, after a gallant defence, surrendered on the 3rd Novem-
ber, the garrison marching out with (he honors of war. Mont-
real, which was entirely defenceless, capitulated on the 12th

No^ ember ; and General Carletun, conceiving it of the utmost

importance to reach Quebec, the only place capable of defence,

passed through the American force stationed at Sorel, during

the night in a canoe with muffled paddles ; and arrived in

Quebec on the 19th, to the great joy of the garrison and loyal

inhabitants, who placed every confidence in his well known
courage and ability.

While the Province was thus threatened with subjugatioa on
the side of Montreal, a new danger presented itself from a
quarter so entirely unexpected, that until the particulars were
ascertained the fears and superstitions of the inhabitants of the
country parishes had ample subject for employment and ex-
aggeration. An expedition of a singular and daring character
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