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" Theft were not the hoJlow and infincere profcfTions of wliich we have been,

" falfcly accufcd, but the truefl: teftimonies of national finccrity an^l attachment.
*' Thefe were the efFufions of our hearts, in the trying hours of danger and dilmay.

" Can you find in thefe words, the machinations of defigning leaders, and ambitious

" dc nagogues, praftifing upon their credulous country, the infulious arts of deceit, (o

" well known to BriciHi Minillcrs ? Would men of this defcri[)cion, and with tii^ de-

" figns imputed to them by your Minidry, knowing a tender aftcclion towards the

* parent ftate to beuniverfal among their countrymen, have thus cheriHied it in the

* fond eypeftarion of an equal return ? Would they have recommended to thrir

" country the mMt perfevering attachment to thofe principles, until they fhould be
" reduced to fuch a ftuation as to be compelled to renounce every regard but that

" of felf-prefervation ? Have your Minifters afted in the fame fpirit of reconcilement

" of moderation and forbearance? Have they interpofed the peaceful offices of

" mediation to palliate mutual offences, to abate refentments, and to co rpofe ani.no-

" fities ? Have they beei the blcflcd peacemakers, or have they not been falfe calum-

" niators, excitors of jealoufy and difcord, and the remorfelcfs Minifters of dark

" and fanguinary revenge ? Did they not njcct our petitions unheard, and cafl: us out

" from the national protce'tion, thereby driving us to the reluftant neceiTity of inde-

" pcndance ? Were they not tlie firit to avail themfelves of foreign alliances, and to

" introduce unfeeling mercenaries into this civil conteft, while we had refrained from

*' calling in the aid of thofc powers, who were the natural rivals of your grandeur ?

" Have they not profecutcd, with all the powers of the realm, every deftruftive meafure

" againft us, thereby compelling us finally to renounce every regard, but that of felf-pre-

"• lervation ? In addition to all this catalogue of erinics and cruelties, they now proclaim

*' before the whole world, that they have done all thefe things, knowing, at the fame

" time, t^hat the avowed objefts of their purfuit were not even beneficial to their own
" country, nor fafe for its dependencies •, thus infuling their country, and deriding its

" credulity, for lendi ig themfelves to their unjuft and fecret defigns. All deception

" is therefore now done away. Then let the Briti'h nation roufe themfelves, and vin-

" dicate the national honour and juftice. Here let them lay the corner Itone of a

'* nati. nal reconcilement with America. War can have no Ihadow of a pretext now,

" but henceforth muil become mere revenge. Let the people of Great Britain Itep

" forth and arrell the bloody hand of undifguized revenge. Let this be the firll

" pledge of future reconcilement, and the token to us th it their minds are not indif-

•' putably holtile. All that is now left in their pr-wer to do, can anynintbut to a poor

" recompence for thofe numberlcfs miferies, which, ihicugh their inattention, a Britifli

" Minillry have been fuflxi^redto heap upon our devoted heads. L.tt it not be recorded

of thole who have been the aflertors of the rights of mankind, and who have vindi-

cated the violated laws of juftice aguinil the Minifters of ty.'ants, that ihcy ftiould

knowingly, and with their eyes open, fuller their own Minifters to proceed in the
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