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arms. In the course of time tlicy hccimic

<livi(l('(l into sfvci'iil Id'anclics. more or

less stfict in llieii' views. Owv of these

divisions aros(> at the tinu' wiieii linttons

\v(>re lii'st introduced into treneral use.

The stricter .Meiinonites rer^arded them as

a. worldly innovation, and, adhei'in^' to

the u>e of hooks and eves, wei'e called

l[ooki'i's." in distinction tVoni the more
lax hrethren. who were called ".Hutton-

I'l's." The tirst Mennonites came to this

country anionu' the Dutch settlers of New
^'ork; there was a Mennonite church
hnilt near l*liiladelj)hia in KIM!, and the

present nunil)er ol' the sect in the I'nited

States is estimated at C.O.IMM). The Uus-

siau Mennonites are more I'eci'iit innui-

urants. They were oriuiually inhahit-

auts of West Prussia, and emigrated to

i\ussia in the latter part of the eiii'hteeidh

century, having;' olitaincd a promise from

the Em])eror I'.inl that they should not

he called upon for military service. This

pi'omise was I'evoked hy the present Em-
peroi'. and they were informed that they
must prepai'e for army duty in ISM. oi-

else leave the country. ijar;ic numiiers

of them decided to come to .\nu'rica.

Kansas and Minnesota have rect'ived con-

sidei'ahlc colonies, and ahoul TdUd hav(>

come to Mauitoha. where the jiovermnent

has reserved ."iOO.IMKl acres for their settle-

ments.

It was a. lieautiful mornin;;' when we
set out on a "" |H'airie yacht." hehind a pair

of fpiicU' stepi)ini:' ho)'ses. to visit the ^^en-

nonite Reserve. Our road lay alon^;- the

north iiank of the Pend)ina Rivei'. skirt-

JULT the edii'c of the timher, and occasittn-

ally cuttin;;' across a point of woods which
ran out into (ho open praii'ie. We passed

many thi'ifty-lookiny farms, where tluj

men were still workinji" at the remnant of

the luu'vest. At Snui<i'<i'ler"s Point there

was a loii' tavern, and we stopped for a
little dinner. The landlord was a fron-

tii'rsman who had tried life in many ter-

ritories. We asked liini whether the Men-
nonites were yood settlei's, and how he
lik(^d tlK'Ui.

" Well." he said. " they"re(|uiet enou<i"h ;

and some on 'em livi-s pretty white: hut

they ain't no "-ood to the country. They
live on hlack i>read and melons, and I'aise

their own tohacker ; and when a crowd
on "em comes in here to drink, each man
steps u\) and drinks, and /xii/s far liis oicii

liiliior."

Such conduct as this, of course, is suh-

versive of the very IJrst principle of Amer-
ican society, which rccou'uizes " treat inii"

asthe true medium of fi'iendly intercoui'se.

A \'v\v miles farther on we found the

farm village of Blumenoi't. It is not th»^

larji'cst of ihe villages on this reservt', hut

it will serve as a tyj)e of the i-est. The
hifi'li-road was simply a A\ell-worn waj^'on

track over the hare plain. An irreuiilar

line of a dozen low thatched houses on
each side of the road and a steam saw
mill made up the village. The farms ra-

diate from this centre. I'^very man cul-

tivates his o\\ n land, and Ihe four and-

twenty fannlies have the advantaiie of

living' close tojicther, and making com-
mon front a;i'ai list the hardship and lone-

liness of frontier life. Each village has
its head-man, ur Svliulz— its .school-nias-
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