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wages at the rate of .£84 a year, and ho has his house and one acre of

garden ground rent free. This scheme is being carried out upon the

Bell Farm, in the Qu'Appelle A^alley, in the Province of Assiniboia,

under the direction of INIajor Bell, the originator of the systeui, with

Mr. T. Eoutledge as a Superintendent-in-Chief. The size of the

fiirm is 64,000 acres, or 100 square miles. There is consequently a

magnitude about the work which it is very difficult to realise, but as

we learn what has been done we become better prepared to accept

the anticipations of the future.

In May of last year this tract of open prairie land \va,s more than

200 miles from any railway station. The ploughs commenced breaking

the turf on the 15th of June, and the buildings were started on the

13th of August. When I visited this farm at the commencement of

September in this year, no less than 40 homesteads had been built,

over 9,000 acres were under the plough, and of this quantity 3,400

acres had produced excellent crops of wheat, yielding an estimated

produce of 90,000 bushels of very superior com. A main line of

railway was running through the centre of the farm, and a town of

considerable importance had been built near the railway station. If

in May, 1882, any one had said that these results would be secured

within sixteen months from that date, very few^ would have accepted

his remarks as even probable. Proceeding then from what has been

accomplished, I may now draw attention to >\'hat has been arranged

for, and for these details I have to thank JNIajor Bell, but he has

expressed a doubt whether they will be accepted, except by those

who have visited the scene of operations, and informed themselves as

to the capabilities of the farm:
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1883

1884

1885
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Horset'

on the

farm.

Acres
under
corn.

3,400 103

9,000 200

18,000 300

25,00(1 350

Estimate of

corn produced.
Bushels.

90,000

180,000

360,000

500,000

These figures an; undoubtedly ii-^tounding, but they ave entitled to

the highest respect. To watch 21 of Deering's Self-binding Eeapers,

each drawn by three horses, and working away at a 700-acre field of

wheat, is a sight which will not be soon forgotten by those who
witnessed it this harvest, but it certainly prepares the mind for

dealing with large results. Nor was it less surprising to learn how
very simple the preparation of the land had been for producing such

a crop. The 3,400 acres of turf had been simply ploughed over

about three inches deep in the previous summer, and it had


