
wood on hand would not last till Monday
niorninp, and unless an additional snp-

])ly were furnished the kiln would he

ruined. lie thereupon sent his teams

to draw the wood, tlias savini^ja valuahle

jiropevty from destruction. Frost was

ac active and enerj^etic citizen, a prom-

inent mendicr of the cliurch to whicli

he belonged, and while he had many
frie'uds he had some enemies and this

ap[)arent breach of the Sahbatli was
hailed by tlie latter asa means by which

their personal spleen miyht bef;;ratiiied.

An information was at once laid before

a justice, but by a man to whom tht

community would not naturally look as

a model of Christian ethics, and the

mpression became <^eueral that he was
Uierely an iustrunu;ut in the hands of

others. In accordance with the infor-

mation, a summons was issued com-

mandiuf,' Frost to appear at a certain

time and place to ansu'er to the charffes

a;4aiust him. At the time a))poiuted

the matiistrat(s of the town turned out

in full force, the general public also be-

iui; well represented. Tlie dcifeudant

admitted havin<,' furnislied tlie wood as

stated and pleaded ju liticatiou, ou the

ground that the work was to save i)ro-

perty fronj tlestruction. Some niembeL3

of the cou-'t strove hard for a conviction.

They did not claim that the work was
in itself ille<^al but that the danger to

the ])roperty was caused by the ne<^lect

and car<;lessn{';ss of the defendant. The
late W. A. Stephen-; occunied a seat on

the !)i;uc!i. He defended Frost's action

ni the premises, tal<iiij4 ih.e grt)und that

if he believed the r>ri)[ierly w.i-; i.i dani^er

of bein<; lost for the wai.t v\' wuoil. iti

was his duty to set; tiial the wood was

supi)lied, and personally assist if lie

felt tliat his seivices wetc needeii; and

tluit witii re<,'ard to 'ds carelessness be

ing ur<^ed at a reason why lie siu)uld be

lined, (even if tlujf) were eviih'uce to

substantiate sucli n plea.) oi >> nd'^ht iis

well la'k of liniii*^ .1 man \<u a 1 1 eiii|.>l;',i(4

tii;-,ave his lioii-,e i'n in bii'lii'i'l eii ."-Mili-
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day becau.se it had taken lire through

his own neglect or carelessness. With
this view the majority of the court con-

curred, and consecpiently the case was
disujissed. The matter however was
not allowed te end at that. The magis-

tra 'es were denounced as defenders of

Sabbath-breakers, and violators of their

oath of oftice, all manner of righteous

indignation being, by tongue and pen,

poured upon their devoted heads. J"'rost

was not overlooked m the disi)ensation

of the invectives, but received his full

share, and was eventually brought before

the church.. How the affair was liually

dis])osed of I never learned. To an on-

looker like myself it seemed like an

organized system of persecution, and I

know that Frost so rci^ardedit. and that

it tended in no small degree to shorten

his days, there can be no doubt. Hav-

ing lived in the same community with

Mr. Frost tor over twenty years 1 could

not be a stranger to his cliaractor. 1

knew him to have faults but he made
no claim to perfection and if his accusers

were (]uaiilied to cast stones at him it is

all the bettei for t''ein; 1 decline to be a

judge in such nuitters.

.\fter this long digression I return to

my record of IfS-l;!. About midsummer
our stock of Hour began to run out and

I was sent lo liarrie for a supply. I

left home ou 'i Saturday morning and

walked as far as \Viiitelaw"s that day.

There J remaiiieil until the ii(;\t evening,

when, having been told that a settler

had lately ereete(i a shanty in the valley

of the Beaver l(i\ci, some eight miles

distant, I started out again in time to

leach that point before nightfall. .\s

the day was drawing to a close j heard

the sound of axes aaid soon afier came

in -ight ef an ild man and a boy busy

iincUubiusiiin^. I aslu'd tlieni if that

wer(? tlu- way they kept Siind.iy. The

old man replied "we haiiit g U no ai-

maii.K'. here and e.ui'L tell wIumj Simday

comes. This man Ik c line i<!)(n\n ,is

l)ai Ivitoii." and was t;ie lirsl. ami at


