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drain an area of about 10,000 milcH only. The total an^a of prairio

country between the .sjune limits, inclinliiiir thjit of ufl three steppes,

may be estimated at 192.000 siiuare miles. Thou<;h much of this vast

area is not absolutely treeless like its suuth-western \niv\, the a^'gro-

gato ti-eoclad area is quite insigniticunt as compared with that of the

open plains.

From the western alge of the gi-eat plains to the Pacific, between
the 40th and SOth parallels, the Conlilleru helt of the west coast has

an average breadth of about 400 miles. Geologically, it may he con-

sidered through(nit as a region of flexuro and turmoil, and orogi-aphic-

ally, as one of mountains. As compared with its development in the

Western States, the Cordillera belt may here be considered as con-

stricteil and narrow. To the north of the 56th parallel it is very

imperfectly known topographically and almost completely unex-

plored geologically. It aj)peai's ])r()L>al)lo, however, that a wide bay of

comparative!}'^ undisturbed Cretaceous rocks may penetrate it in the

region of the uppei- Liard Eiver, which the eschelon range bordering

the lower part, of this stream and the Mackenzie may bound to the

east. A southern prolongation of such a range, beneath the newer

rocks, may probably be ii\dicated by the remarkable parallel tlexurcs

of the great rivers of the northern plains, the Liard, I'eace, Athabasca

and Saskatchewan.

Between tbe 49th and 56th degrees of latitude the Cordillera belt is

composed of four great ranges, the llocky, the Gold, tlu! (\»asi and the

Vancouver Mountains, which are in the main neai-ly parallel and run

in north-west and south-east bearings.

In its southern ])ai't, the Eocky Mountain range has, an average

breadth of about sixty miles, which deci-eases near the Peace Eiver to

forty miles or less. Near the 49th parallel several summits occur with

elevations exceeding 10,000 feet, but Jiorthward few attain this eleva-

tion till the vicinii; oi the Bow River and Kicking Horse is reached.

About the head watei-s of the North Saskatchewan the range appears

to culminate, and Mount Murchison is credited with an altitude of

13,500 feet, though this has not been accurately determined. Near

the Peace few summits exceed 6,000, so far as known, though more or

less extensive snow-fields occur in many places, true glaciers appear

only about the head waters of the Bow, North Saskatchewan and Atha-

basca. Wherever the line of junction has been closely examined, great

faults with eastward downthrow separate the Mesozoic rocks of the

eastern foot-hills from the paleozoic of the mountains, and other similar

dislocations occur in the heart of the range parallel to its general

course. With the exception of a single small area above Jasper House,

reported by Dr. Hector, no crystalUne schists have been found in this
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