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BARB WIRE FENCES.

Barb wite is tho staple fencing material in
Wostern Capady, though at the eamo time it is
a much abused article, But in spite of sll that
is snid and wiitten ogainat this class of fencing
material, it is almoat univereally used on our
proities, Notbing has yet been introduvced in
tha line of foucing material which has succeed.
ed in replaciog barb wire to any oxtont.
Several other classes of fencipg are used, buy
all tho other kinds of fencing combined do not
meet with much demand in ~omparison with
the use of barb wire

To spite of the constant grumbling against
barb wire, there are many things which cau be
sald ia its favor. It is tha cheageat and moat

effizient foucing material for farms in the |

prairio rogion. Rl or board fences ave objec:
tiouable on account of their tendency to cause
snow to form drifts in tho winter eeason, and
they aro expsnsive besides. Plain wiro isas
good as barb so far as drifting suow is concern-
ed, but plain wire will not {ake the place of
barb for tho farm fenco. Animals will pay little
attention to the plain wire fence, and if they
once get into the habit of going through it,
nothiog will keep them ijn. A plaiu wire fence
could be made to wrrk all right if several exira
strands were used,and the posts wereplacedvery
close together, but this makes the fonce oxpen-
sive. Barb wiro cakes the cheapest fonce and
the best fence for general farm parposes.

A great deal of the abuse directed agaivst
barb wite foncing has arisen from feuces im-.
properly construoted, or utlowed to get out of
repair. Driviogabout the country the thought-
ful peraon will g00n learn why there is so much
dislike for barb wire fencing, One secs fences
~ith ouly two stzands of wire, or with posts as
much as thirty feet apart, while wires are al-
lowed to become detached from posts and hang
on the ground. This faulty construction and
negleot to keep in repair is the cause of most of
the troubls with barb wire fences. Ia the first
place the posts should not be placed toofarapart,
For small stock about eight to ten feet'is
apace enough between psts, aad not mors than
fifteen feet apart for large stock. The posts
do not require to be go very large. If a large
post is used here and there, with smaller ones
botween, & good fence will be sccured. The
next thiug is to put on & sufficient number of
strands of wire. Four wires will make a
splendid fence for large atock, when the posts
are prope-ty placed, and if it is kept in ropair
the animals will not trouble it. For
sheop 8ix wires will 'be requited to
make @» secure fence, and an additional
wire will have to be stenng near the top of the
poles to keep of horses and cattle. In the sheep
fence, plaiu wire may be uscd alternately with
tho barb, thus making a firat.class combined
sheep and large stock fenco to consitt of four
barb and threo plein stranda of wire.  For or-
dinary purposes, howover, three strands of
bar, with posts placed middling close together,

will make a fairly good fence, while four
strands mako au oxcelleut ferce. .

By all means keop tho fence in goad ropair,
Do uot allow the wires to become detached
from tho posts, and keep them drawn tight.
The most of tho trouble from harb wira fences
comes from noglsct  Staples becomo accident.
ally deawn,’atid the wices aro left t5 trail on
the ground. Stock become ecatangled in
the loosoe ivires and got nasty outs, and
cattle got into the hahit of pissing through
the fence, and when once this habit is acquired
it is bard to break them of it. Livo stocl sel.
dow bocome injured in a barb wire feace, when
properly conttructad, with a reasonablo num.
ber of strands of wire aud posts, and kopt in
repair. Tho writer has twice witnessed horses
stravge to the farm, rua away ina field on.
closed with a propetly constructed fonco, with-
out any injury to tho auimals, as thoy kept
cloar of tho fence, though they passed around
tho fiold sevoral times, If the posts had beon
a long distance apart, these horsos would cor-
tainly have run into the fonce, and perhape
have been badly injured. With pusts rcason.
ably clolo together, and not less thaun fcur
strands of wire, kept up tight, the barb wire
makes a good fenco for large stock aud a cheap
fence, and one which the atock will soon learn
to respeot.

NORTRERN PACIFIC BAILWAYS.

‘Tho railwvay map of America afiords an in-
teresting study. A few weeks ag> Tug Cow-
MeRcIAu referred oditorially to the Canadian
Pacific ‘‘Soo” counnection, then about com-
pleted. With many roadera this would simply

be presed over.as an ordiuary item of news,.

but with a few it would perbaps lead to a train
of thougkts, especially if viewed in conunection
with a railway map of the continent. The
completion of the *‘Soo)’ line means in reality
the opening of another through Pacific route—
tho second Pacific lir opened withia a year,
und each in the same territory almost,

What is remarkable about theso transconti.
nental railways is that so many of them have
aselected a northern route to reach the Pacific
coast. JYucludiog the ¢‘Ss0,” Pacific and the
new Great Northerr, we now have four trans-
continental routes occupying what is usually
mentioned as the Northweat, in the regioa of
the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. Many
peoplein the east and clsewhero delight to talk
about this northern territory as cold and in-
hospitable.  Some even go so far as to assert
that it is unfit for settlomoat.  But in spito of
all this, the great railway men of the conti-
nent select this northern territory in prefer-
ence to southern routes, and ianvest vast sums
of money in trauscontinental railways, It is
cerlainly significaat, that the region about the
forty-ninth paraltel is becoming the great high-
way between tho East and the West, Not only
the highway between the Eastand tho West when
speaking of the Atlauntic and Pacific coasts
of Amerioa, but also the great highway be.
tween the East and the West in a broader
sense—botween Eurgpe and the Orient. Noth-
ing develops a country like railways; and when
wo think of the construction of these great

“transcontinental railways in the Northwest, to

gay pothing of thio rapid construction of numer-

ous branch lines and foeders, what .must be
tho inovitable conclusion? That the rapid de.
velopment of tho immediate future will be in
tho neighborhood of tho forty.ninth paraliel—
that the centre of population is moving in a
narthwesterly direction to the forty-ninth
parallel.  This we think must be the coaclu-
sion arrived at.

The Northweat is the hop: of America—of
the Republio aud tho Dominion. Railway con-
struotion—the forotuoner of developmont, of
commtree, iudustry and weslth—poiats to this
conclusion, There is moro good land tributary
to theso northern roads than exists to feed tho
southern routes, aud the amount of fertilo tor-
ritory inc-eates with cach step northward
from ono route to onother. . "Tho next through
Paciflc route will in all humaa probability oc-
cupy the North Saskatchowan country, a regicn
200 to 300 milos farther north than the most
northerly route now in existence, but already
reached by two Lianch lines from the Canadian
Pacifle.  This Siskatchewan valley roate of
the future will far eclipse all other Pacifio rail.
ways in tho amout of fertilo territory tributary
to its line. The seat of empire is coming
northwestward.

SPECULATION AND WHEAT PRICES.

It is clamorously atfirmed by certain ugitztors'z
that speculative trading in wheat depresses
prices. Io the United States there kas beon a
great outery against speculative trading in farm\
produce, on the alleged grouund that it depresses
prices to farmors, und many farmers have ac- .
tually become imbuoed with the idea that tho
gambling in wheat, corn, etc., cairied onin
Chicago and other centres is done at their
expenss, That numerous class of agitators
who for political or other rcasons to meet theic
own selfish aims, delight to trade upsn the
gullibility of the farmer, have been loud in their
denunciution of speculate tradiog in farm pro-
duco. This agitation has found effect in the
bills introduced into cougress to suppress trad-
ing.in options, etc.

An analyses of the situation does nst seem
to indicate that speculative tradiog oppresses
prices. In fact indications point all the other
way, and it appsars to be quite clear that
option trading has tended to strengthen prices,
It prices for wheat have been low of late, it

“has been ia spite of speculation. Xt seems only

necessary to point out ome fact to prove this,
Chicago is the centre of speculative dea'ing in
wheat, and Chicago prices have for two years
been higher proportionately than othor wmar.
kets, Speculation has kept wheat prices at
Chicsgo at a higher range than other markets,
and often considerably above export values,
This is a strong argument to prove that specula-
tion docs not oppress prices. In the fsce of
such an argument, it is difficult to sce what -
ground the apitators have to stand upen, =o far
as the depression of prices is concerned. If
the opposition to speculation were based upon
the argament that it enhanced prices to the
consumer, there would appear to be more method
in the movement.

The natural teadency. of speculation is to
give tone to the markets, aald accelerate bu:i.
ness, When speculaticn is dull prices sro de.



