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Trrigation in Alberta.

1t now appoars certain that there is nothing
to bo hoped for from Tarlinment this year in
the way of assistanco for irrigation.
Aspistiog  irrigation schemes would be o
now departure and thoy are afraid to attempt
it, Thoy apparcutly think their position too
inscento te hazard it intheattempt to introduce
aoythiny which, however beneficial it might be
to the country, has not the authority of pre-
cedents to back it up. But it is strange that
they should feel this diffidenco in regard to
bonusing irrigation canals. The Governinent
in the past have always displayed a liberal
spirit iu assisting railway enterprises, and the
people of Canada have always sympathized
with and supported them.  The excuse always
given for assisting railway enterprises was that
they were useful factors in developing & new
country. Aud the rcason was a good and satis-
factory one. DBut the same reason applies with
still greater force to irrigation canals. Railway
aftor railway may be built through a section of
country until it 18 covered with a network of
iron, but the country will never amount to
anything aud the railway will never be a pay-
ing speculation unless thero is agricultural pro-
duction.

The truth of this is especially felt in South-
ern Alberta. In the McLeod, High River and
L:thbrdge districtsirngation canais will do o
great deal more towards developmg the
country than any hine of railway possibly can

0.

But whatever method of assistance be deter-
mined upon lot it be based upon the teachings
of equity and common sense. If it is fitting
and proper to assist and encourage enterprises
that tend to the dovelopment and settlemeant of
a now country, let all such enterprises be plac-
cd upon an equal basis. \Yhy should railways
er 1y other one species of enterprise be select-
ed for assistauce and encouragements while
uihers are totally neglested. Ia conduct of
this and there is neither reason umor equity,
and its continuance only scrve to show how
weak and incapable are those men who are
charged with governing Canada at the preseat
time. If we could but recall the great states-
‘nan, who so long held the position of premior
of Canada, and with him tho late Mr. White,
who 8o ably presided over the Department of
the Interior, we would be able to rest assured
that the interests of Southern Alberta would
not long continue to suffer for want of irrigation
canals.  Mr. White would not have hesitated
in introduciog a bill for the bonusing of irriga-
tion companiee, and his shrowd and far sce.
ing leader would have carried it through the
House even if it was an innovation and
without precedent, But alas we canoot
recall theso any more than we can inspire 3r.
Dewdaney with the spirit of Mr, White, or Mr.
Abbott with that of Sir Joho Macdonald. Such
things are impossible, and if we can not rest
content with the men who now hold these im-
portant offices we must at least put up with
thom for tho present and all we can do is to
keep on crying for justice to irrigation companies
until such time as & champion may be found
strong enough and bold enough to assert their
clame to sonsideration on tho floor of the house,
and when that time arrives, we are satisfied
that the good sensc of that body will cause them
to recognize the justic of that claim in a manner
that may surprise Mr. Dewdney on whom tha
duty of asserting in should properly fall.

We have in Sounthern Alberta vaat tracts of
fertilo land situato in a region the climato of
which offers advantages for successful farming
such as no other scction of the Dominion can
offer.  All that is nccessary to render this mag-
sificent agricuitural country is water, and water
can only be epread over thes lands by means of
icrigation capals. Lst us have these capals and
ia very fow years the local traflic wall be sutha-
ot to bring us all tho railway companices re-
quaitel without there being any neceamty for
bonueing them. It is a matter of recent history
how the deserts of Utah and Califoraia have
been converted into gardens by means of irriga-

tion, and yot the canals in this country would
nover havo been built if entorprise in this di.
rection had not been ouncouraged and assisted
by Government aid. No reason can possibly be
assigonod why irrigation companies should not
bo as liberally assisted by tho Government as
railway companics have been. Theaid granted
might be made proportionate to tho cost of the
respective onterprises.  When land grants
havo been given to railways 1t _has genorally
been on tho basis of six thousand four huadred
acres of land for every mile constructed, Tho
assistauce to irrigation canals might be com.
puted in & proportionate scale. If irrigation
canals only cost half as much per wile to con-
struct and operate as a railway line let the can-
als be given three thousand two huudred acres
per mile or half tho amonat given to railways.
If they cost more than railways give thom a
proportionately larger area, or if it be determin.-
ed to give no more land grants to any cnter
prise, which we think would be a judicious de-
termination in view of the large amouat of our
public landa that have already been parted
with in this way, then let financial aid be given
based on the same proportionate rate,—Leth-
bridge News.

North Dakota Crops,

"The crop prospects in North Dakota continue
excellent. Curing the week rains have been
frequent and with warm weather crops have
grown very fast. In Cass county small grain is
doing woll and prospects fora gool crop we e
never better. Stutsman county rcports crops
improving wonderfully and prospects very good.
In Stanton county the weather has been favor
able and outlook is encouraging ~ Wheat has
made rapid vrogress in Dickey county the past
week. In Rausom county crops are growing
very fast and there is plenty of mnisture in tho
gronnd.  Progpects are very assuring for a
good harvest. Around Valley Junction all crops
aro growing ficely. From Burleigh county the
reports are cqually favorable, grain is growing
very rapidly and farmers unticipate a good har-
vest. Grass is abundant and stock in good con-
dition. Iu La Mouro county several fine show-
ers have fallen during tho week to the benefit
of the crops. In Benson and Foster counties
the week was very favorablo for crops and pros-
pects are flattering. Kidder couuty reports
the rains to have benefitted growing crops, but
they have delayed threshing and damaged the
unthreshed wheat. In Barpes conaty crops are
a little behind last year aud conditions would
be better with less rain.—Market Record.

In this neighborhood during the past week,
says the Morden Monitor, suvshine has fol.
lowed shower and the crops are looking just
splendid, while vegetation of every kind has
been going ahead with the celerity of the
tropics. Wild fruits will also be abundant
this year.

Stocks of wheat in store in Minbesota and
Dakota country clovators, on Juno 18, amount.
ed to 2,974,100 bushels showing an increase of
39,600 bushels for the weck. The stock of
wheat in Minncapolis public elevators is j3,-
413,700 bushels, showing a decrease of 102,755
bushels. The stock m Duluth 13 4,337,870
busheis, an increase of 67.471 bushols, The
Minncapohs private stocks, ave 590,000 bushels,
showing au increase of 174,000 bushels for the
weck. The total supply in Mionesota and
Dakota clevators amonnts to 15,615,970 bushels,
showing an increase of 176.286 bushels. The
total a yoar ago was 12,253,798 bushels, a de-
creaso of 460,256 bushcls for tho week.

Every Tuerday duriag the hot scason refrige-
rator cars will be dispatched weekly by C.P. &,
from \Winmpeg tor Vancouver, in which goods
may bo dispaiched for Lanmore, Listhbridge,
Medicine Hat, Gteichen, Ualgary, Cochraae,
Morcly, Canmore, Baoff, Lailister, _olden,
Dobald, Beavermouih, Glacwer, leciliowaet,
Revelstoke, Sicamuus, Shaswap, Dacks, Kam-
loops and the Pacific terminals Vancouver, Now

Westminster, Victoria and Nanaimo. An
oxtra charge of 20c per 100 pounds is mado for
icing. Buttor, oggs, cheese, poultry, fruit and
vegetables (excopt onions) only will bo accomo-
dated in the car, but for thoso shipping in car
lots refrigorator cars can be ordered.
————————

Although the market is dull, says a cable,
extrome prices are being paid for desirable
coffees in Rio.

Au ex-Duateh consnl is in tho city, says a
Toronto paper, trying to work some of tho
wholosale dry goods houses into a syndicate to
boe kuown as ** The Japan Commercial Syndi.
cato of Canada,” with a head office hero and
an offico and a warchouse in Yokohama, The
object is to create an international trade ia the
products of each country.

The firat samples of new Japan teas, says a
Montreal paper, have nol met with the demand
that was generally expected, cousidering that
the market was almost bare of fise qualities.
Receivers of new crop Japans are, therefore,
much disappointed, only a fow small lots hav.
ing been disposed of.

Mail advices from Calentta, May 19, an-
nounce the opening of the market with a small
sale of 1,400 packages new season’s tea, some
of which brought extremo prices. Arrivalsare
nuw rapidly accumulating. Aaticipations of
a large crop scem likely to be realized; first
flushen have been successfully gathered, and
there is little doubt the season’s ov.-turn will
be a very considerable one. The quality of
such as has arrived is satisfactory, and the
crrors of last season in sacrificing quality to
yuantity being generally recogmzed, are not
likely again to make themselves 3+ apparent.

—————

YVarren Bros. & Boomer, Turonto, who hold
the bulk of the ¢ Horse Shoe™” salmon in that
market, are reported to have refused $1.50 from
another wholesale house for a round lot,

The pack of French peas in the Bordeaux
districL has been very small this seasoo, and
some canuers who are unable to fill orders are
paying 5 fraucs per case to have contracts
cancelled.

A member of the Cavadian Packer’s Associa-
tion, writing to the Toronto Eumpire, says re-
garding the complaiat made by a whole-
sale grocer, that packers were selling canned
goods dircct to the retail trade, says that “‘on
account of 80 many munufactories starting and
the cncouragement given them by certain
wholesale grocers to have more competition, I
expect it will bo a go-as-you-please this season
in solling. It is stropgze that the complaint
should como from a firm who have fought the
guild so long.”

—————

The county council of Bruce has decided to
Taise taxes for county purposes on land values
with the exception of five per cent. on person.
alty. This 18 probably the ncarest practical
approach to the Ienry George doctrine yet ad-
opted in Canadas.

Thete was a rumor in iailroad circles, says
the Montreal Wutnesy, that a war of rates was
imminent between the Canadian Pacific railway
and tbe Grand Trunk, and that buth railways
were in ** fightiog trim™ for a general fight all
over the western and southern lices. There
scems to have bean some foundation for the
story, though there has thus far been no such
acrious results as tho rumor implics.

A recent mail advice from Eogland eays:
“There are disquicting accounts concerniog
the wmustard crop from South Luacolaslure,
Tydd Fen and other important agricultural
centres, where tiio ravages of the mustard
beetle a0 causing covosiderable aoxiety. In
the vicinity of Crowlaod a iarge puruoa of tne
orup has been well aigh destroyed by tho pests
veferred to, whilst the outlook all over the Fen
district is far from encouraging to the mustard
growers.”



