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A LEGAL CuiizosiTy-Tlix 0-FICE OP CORONER.

rriPleas, and in 1640 was made Lord
R'eler 'witli a Peerage.

Tis remarkable èolumne le described
by the author of IlThe Reporters and
TexLt Writers "as lately in the library of
AhuJý E., of Anglesey, (Athence Ox-

01iRe, vol. ii. p. 305). Lt may now
bdescribed as at present in the library

16R. A. Harrison, Q.C., of Toront6,.
Canada"p

W81 are informed Mr. Harrison will be
'0 'lY too happy to show the volume to
elly gentlemnan sufficiently interested in
legal antiquity to make application for
O' ispection of it. lie secured the
'VoltImle tlirough a correspondent in Lon-
don, and has had it for several years. Lt

IbOnnd in vellum and well preerved.

SELECTIONS.

TIIE OFFICE 0F CORONER.

" The laws of God and man both giveteParty an oPportunity to make lis de-
felOif he lias aLly," eaith Fortescue, J. ;

1WhereuPoni "the good old judge"-as
'WY111iG cails him in hie Eunomus-
ýluaint1y adds, 6'1 remember to have heard
't O)bervedl by a very learned man that,
'el6el God hiinself did flot pas8 sentence
U1 1o Adama before lie was called upon to,
IIIak8a hie defence. 'Adam,' says God,
Where art thoil 1 Hast thoti not eaten

of the tree, whereof I coinmanded thee
that tliou sliouldest flot eat l' And the
81 question was put bo Eve also." A-nd

]oàCoke gravely deprecates the non-
Observaic of this fundaînental principle
"by the learned person who, presiting in
t'le 'màether tribunal, apparently fande "nat-
'Q"4 Ju3Stiue a term, as difficutt of applica-

as0f even that of the Ulster tenant-
esm (per Morris, J., Friel v.

4$h fLeitrin, 7 Ir. L. T. R. 6); for
Poet (Virgil: AEneid, vi. 566), in8 4eeninjg the iniquity of Radamanthus,

tat cruel judge, of Helu, eaith,

""'stiatlil, adiqu dolos, siubigitque fateri.'
Spuniqhed before he beard; an,4,

'v 81 he had heard his denial, be cola-
peldthe party accused, by torture, te
C f it. But far otherwiee doth AI-
1~ihyGod proceed, postquamu relis

diffaniatus et,-l. Vocat, 2. Interrogat,
3. Judicat." Nor are modern dicta waut-
ing. "The maxim 'Audi atterani partem'
je not a. mere technical mule of Englieli
law,"e observes Pigot, C.B.; "its founda-
tion ie laid iii the general principles of all
jurisprudence that deserves the naine."
And Eile, C.J.: " I find the master minds
of every century are coneentaneous ini
holding it bo be an indispensable require-
ment of justice, that the party who lias to,
decide shail bear botli sides, giving each
an Opportunity of hearing wliat le urged
againet him"e-except, adds the irate re-
porter, in nots, in the case of a Coroner's
inquest, "a barbarism which the enliglit-
enment of the l9th century lias hitherto
failed, to put to eliame."

The office of Coroner is certain]y of very
ancient enigin. In 3 Bulst. 176, iDodd-L
ridge, J., says the commencement of it la
Dlot well kîîown. We believe it may be
traced to the time of Alfred. And, per-
hape, it may litve been etill euited for
the state of eociety tbree centuries ago.
But to-day, mediaeval inst itutions must
show cause; it suffices; not to, say that
they survive-we muet sel the neceseity.
Lt suffices not, now-a-days, to say-

"The laws for thy great grandime made
Are laws to thee-must be obeyed-
Must be obeyed, and why? Because,
Bad though they be, they are the laws."

And, if "of the niglits by nature taught,
and bonil witli man, they take no thought,"
their tenure of existence je not likely to,
be very prolonged. We, therefore, regard
as a matter o? vital consequence affecting
the very existence in time to come of the
office of Coroner,, au order now issued, ae
it appears, by tlie Exýecutive, that, in fu-
ture, prisoners arrested for murder or
inansiaugliter are not to be brouglit before,
the Coroner at tlie inquecat; for, if tlie
accused le no longer to ho afforded an op-
portunity of liearing the evidence againet
hlm, and of offering, evidence ln hie faveur,
the " Crownem's 'qi.est" must fail iu the
first principles o? justice, aud lose thie st
vestige of excuse for the contiud exer-
cise o? an immemnonial function. For
that it le the function of the Coroner to
inquire, "wlio were and in what manner
culpa'ble," 15 so perfectly assured that we
shall imply take it for granted, witliout
enteming into any diequlaition on thie
statute of Edwamd the Fourth>, whjch
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