
stale as leaves no room for doubt as to the issue of this struggle. 
The preparation must be thoroughly and adequately made. It 
would be not only useless, but criminal, to send our citizen soldiers 
into the field of battle without the organization, training and 
discipline which are essential under conditions of modern warfare.

So here in the West, as well as in the East of this Dominion 
and throughout the Empire, armies are being organized, equipment 
and armaments are being prepared and we are making ready for 
th* day when the hosts of Germany shall be driven back within 
their own frontiers and the march begins which shall not end until 
the Prussian oligarchy and its dominance over the German people 
shall have come to a deserved and inevitable end.

During the past three months I have seen at least 60,000 
Canadians under arms, and of these 30,000 will shortly be at the 
battle front. Abroad and at home we have more than 100,000 
Canadians preparing for the sternest of all a soldier’s duties. Those 
who are shortly to be at the front will fight side by side with fhc 
best troops in the world, and we have a reasonable confidence, 
inspired by the memories of the past, that they will bear themselves 
worthily and with honour to themselves and their country. Those 
who are acquiring the training and discipline of the soldier will do 
well to remember that they are as truly serving their country as if 
they were at the front, for without this their service would be 
ineffective and useless.

It is hardly necessary to emphasize the unity of purpose which 
actuates the entire Empire in this struggle. For the ruling classes 
of Germany it is difficult, if not impossible, to comprehend, even 
imperfectly, the strength of an Empire bound together by ties 
which to them seem so imperfect and so attenuated. The ideals 
of government upon which the German Empire is based are so 
profoundly different from those which constitute the strength and 
hold firm the unity of the British Dominions, that this result is 
not surprising. Our self-governing Dominions are united by the 
ties of a common allegiance to the Crown ; but the Crown has 
become the symbol of the people’s sovereignty. According to our 
conception and practice of government, the King reigns to execute 
the will of the people who rule. The strength of the Empire rests 
upon the eternal foundation of liberty expressed in the ideal and 
consummation of autonomous self-government which is vested in 
the people of the self-governing Dominions as of right and not of 
grace. The spirit of Prussian absolutism dominating the people 
of the German Empire regards any such form of Government as 
weak and ineffective. They conceive that it represents only a 
passing phase and that the German theory of absolutism cannot
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