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8 JOHN DE BREBEUF

of the Huron tongue. His two companions were
less gifted, and after a sojourn of a year in the
Huron country, both Daillon and de Noué were
recalled to Quebec.

Brébeuf was now alone in the Huron solitude.
e Beos slins He began his lonely life b.y plar‘lt-
in Huronia M8 @ Ia.rge cross befpre his cab}n,
so that its shadow might bless him
and his labors. He visited the homes of the sav-
ages, gathered them together, explained to them
the rudiments of the Christian faith, and tried to
impress on them the existence of the true God, of
heaven and hell, and the other great truths of re-
ligion. But the weeks and months were passing
and he had not yet been able to make any impres-
sion on minds and hearts hardened by centuries of
superstition. He struggled on patiently during 1
the winters of 1627-1628 and 1628-1629, hoping }
that the hour of grace would soon strike, consol- ‘
ing himself meanwhile with the baptism of a few
children in danger of death. More than once,
however, during the second year he had the satis-
faction of seeing sick and infirm adults yielding
to his burning zeal, and he had hopes ‘even of
forming the nucleus of a congregation among the
converts of Toanché and its neighborhood, when
an order came from his superior summoning him
back to civilization.

The missionary reached Quebec in July, 1629,
and found the little French colony in the grip of
famine. Vessels carrying provisions from the moth-
erland had either foundered at sea or had been
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