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take part, his knowledge of the Iroquois tongue and 
the experience gained during his captivity making him 
a valuable interpreter as well as prudent counsellor.

There was much talk but little pro
gress during those parleys, but in the 
end mutual promises of peace and
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good will were made, and the Iroquois delegates re
turned to their cantons. The French, however, were 
not enthusiastic over the results of the délibéra tidns; 
they had had such thrilling experiences of the double 
dealing and treachery of the Iroquois that they did 
not put much confidence in their profession of future 
peace. Still it would have been impolitic to reveal 
these suspicions, and, two years later, the governor 
suggested the sending of an embassy from Quebec 
to show how satisfied he was at the happy outcome 
of the negotiations. A French embassy would flatter 
the Iroquois and might possibly impress them.

Father Jogues was chosen as one of the ambas
sadors. This new task called for courage and ab
negation; it meant going back to the land of his 
tortures and his thirteen months’ captivity. At the 
first intimation he received of this new mission a 
moment of fear and hesitation arose in the bosom 
of the heroic man. “Would you believe that on 
opening Your Reverence’s letter,” he wrote to Jerome 
Lalemant, his superior at Quebec, “my heart was,

as it were, seized with dread... My 
poor nature quailed when it recalled 
the past, but our Lord in His good-
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ness has calmed it and will continue to do so.” 
A patriotic duty called Jogues to make this new


