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Afifl, from Arabia to Japan : fubjefVing, by all pof-

fible ways, many of the powers of Europe to their

law, in every thing rcfpcfting that important branch

of trade •, a thing which, bcfidc the diflionor of it,

very much interferes with their intereft. For, in thofe

parts, Holland commands and direfts every thing at

pleafure, bringing fovereigns under fubjedion, con-

<juering or reducing large and plentiful provinces,

siter it laid the foundation of its cnf^pire upon the

fpoils of Portugal, and enlarged it by prefcribing nar-

row limits to the jurifdidion and commerce of the

Englilh, and difappointing or reducing that of the

French and other Europeans. For this, and other

Teafons, good policy feems to fuggcft, that the Eng-
lilh, French, and Portuguefc, intercfted and ^grieved,

Ihould unite in humbling the pride of the Dutch,
'and weakening their urriverfal dominion in the Ealt
Indies, that all may live independent, and not.undef

a fubje<5tion that bears hard upon their iionour and
commerce.
The Eaft Indies is a bottomlcfs pit for bullion,

which can never circulate back to Europe ; and when
bullion fails, that trade muft ccafe. That this is the

prefent fituation of all the kingdoms of Europe, with

refped to the trade which they carry on with the Eaft

Indies, is aflcrtcd by the Marquis Jerome Belloni,

a celebrated merchant and banker at Rome ; and this

for no other realbn, than that immenfe gulph of pafTive

commerce, wherein they are involved by means of
the commodities which the Europeans import from
thofe parts. For, according to this author, not only

the gpeat quantities of jewels and manufadurcs, with

the numberlefs liquors and fpices, the greateft part-

whereof the luxury and pride of men iiave raifeu to

high prices •, render that trade fo exorbitant j that the

great advantage which the Europeans receive. from
America, by the great quantities of gold and CiWni
and other ufeful things, which are brought from
thcjice, are not fufficient to corr.penfate the lofs iuf-

tained


