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land ; a number of gentlemen present were
viewing the excFcise of some lads who were
placed on shore, to exhibit their activity to
those who wislicd to purchase. My uncle
spied a boy of some vivacity, of about ten
years of age, and wh© was the only one in the
crew who spoke English : he bargained for

hrm. I have never been able to learn the

frice ; but as he was afterwards my husband,
am willing to suppose it a considerable sum.

He questioned the boy respecting his parent-
age and descent. All the information he could
get was, that young James, a considerable
time previous, went to sea with his uncle, who
commanded a ship and had the appearance of
a man of property, that this uncle was taken
sick at sea and died ; immediately after his

death they came in sight of this ship of Irish

transports, and he was put on board. His
being the only one of the crew who spoke
English, and other circumitanccs, have led
his friends to conclude that this removal on
board the Irish ship, was done to facilitate the
seouestration of his uncle's property. He liv-

edwitb Col. Willard until he was twenty years
old, and then bought the other year ofhis time.
In ^^748 Gov. Shirley gave him a lieutenant's

coihinissiofi under Edward Hartwell, Esq.

SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY IN 1744.

It is ao old maxim, that after a man is in
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