
I sea: ititco«
slightful pros-

a quantity of

Krove that the

are here nu-
ip« Verd, and
tne deck ; one
ruck liis nose

and lon{i:.
20**

inder chang^e-

logether, with

Is. Notwith*

; none on the

we saw three

fell in thewa.
>9t themselves.

on the ship,

lishing how so

may conclude
lear land froin

B had the real

that we were

lad driven us

)ged its direc-

ist. We also

to be situate,

lich makes me
)e East-India-

d. Two offi-

longitudes of

the English

be little vari-

re crossed the

eparations fpr

after the ship

rder, she was
themselves in

phere into the

oke of eight,

saluted with

;e in our best

\

I
t

:

Xotzebue*i Voyage round (hi WorU, f

wine, and the sailors in good punch. This being done, Nep-
tune bade us welcome in the south, and baptized every one who
had touched the equator for the first time, myself being the only
one exempt from tills ceremony. The merry-making was kept
up till a lute hour. Half a degree to the north, and even under
tlie equator, wo found the current to the N.W. 86* 41" in

twenty-four hours.

On the 1st of December, in lat. H^ 40'.5, long. S3* 30% we
lost the trade-wind ; a fresh breeze, accompanied by rain and
frequent squalls, blowing from the north. Our second lieu-

tenant, Zacharin, having been sickly since we left Toneriflfe,

I fear that the voyage will prove injurious to him.
On the 8d, lat. 18° 10'', long. Zb^ 2i", Ave lanced three bo-

iiitos, which were very acceptable, havii\g for some time past
been without fresh proviitions. To complete the treat, 1 had a
cask of sour-crout opened, with which we had been provided
by the American Company in St. Petersburg, and which we
yet found in a perfectly good state. In the evening, we had a
play : at noon a bill was posted up on the head-mast, in which
the Country Wedding was announced. The sailors had com-
posed the play amone themselves, and performed it to the ge-
neral satislaction of the spectators ; the performance was con-
cluded by a Ballet, with general applause. Some may think
such amusements ridiculous in a discovery-ship; I, however,
am of opinion that on-board every thing ought to be done to
keep the crew in a cheerful disposition, and to make them thus
pass over the dilficulties of such a wearisome service ; besides,
cheerfulness will have its salutary effect upon the bodily frame,
since a cheerful man is, generally speaking, the healthiest.
On Sunday we had regularly something particular before us

:

the sailors amused themselves for some days previously with
their plans and preparations, and afterwards they had a rich
stock for conversation and amusement. On that day their table
was also better served, and the allowance of spirit was doubled.
On the 6th, we were in the vicinity of Cape Irio, the lati-

tude of which I was to have determined, according to my in,
structions; but, the continued dull weather rendering this im-
possible, we steered toward the island of St. Catherine. The
next day we noticed upon the water a serpentine line of a dark-
brown colour, of the breadth of a couple of fathoms, and ex-
tending as far as the eye could reach. At first sight, I took it
for a shallow

; yet, when a boat was let down, from which it
was examined by Mr. Wormskloid, who brought some of this
water on-board, we found that the line was formed by an in-
numerable multitude of small crabs, and iho seed of a plant,


