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by marrying him to a woman of rank in his own di(lri£t. This favour

was immediately granted to our folicitation, and we were invited to the

nuptials, which were folemnized with all poffible magnificence.—Half

a whale, a large quantity of other fifh, with an adequate proportion of

oil, formed the fumptuous part of this entertainment, which was ferved

with a furprizing degree of regularity to near three hundred people, who

condu£ted themfelves with great order, and exprcfl'ed extreme fatisfiidtion

at the fplendor and hofpitality of their chief.

Friday 6 On the 6th, a meflengcr came on board from Maquilla, with the informa-

tion that he was preparing to make us a very fuperb prefent, and to defire

our attendance on fliore, in order to receive it.—We immediately waited

on the chief, and found him drefled in an European fuit of cloaths, with

a ruffled (hirt, and his hair queued and powdered :—thcfe decorations of

his perfon were part of thofe prefents which Comekela had received

from us, and were, wltli all their weight of copper ornaments, confidered

as a proud diftiniflion of Nootka royalty. The king was furrounded

with feveral chiefs, who were all adorned with fome particular article of

Englifli drefs, which appeared to afford an uncommon gratification to

their vanity; and, on this occafion, tlicy had cleanfed their faces from

all the oil and ochre with which they were ufually bedaubed.—In-

deed, the metamorphofis was of fuch a nature, as, on our firft entering

the houfe, to puzzle us a little in the recognition of our friends.

This circumftance afforded them coiifiderable entertainment, which was

followed by their rifing up and imitating our mode of falutation. Tlie

manner of taking off their hats, the curio. 3 geftures they fell into, in

fcraping and bowing to each other, with a few Englifli words which

they had acquired, and now repeated aloud, without connexion or

underftanding, compofed a fccne with which they were delighted, and

we could not be difpleafed. When thele good-humoured ceremonies wer«

over.
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