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DEDICATION.

To His Excellenry, Don Christoplicr dc Portorarrero,

Ciuzman Luna, Pacheco, Enriciucz de Ahnanza, Funez

(le Villalpando, Aragon and Monrey ; Count of ^[on-

tijo, Lord of the town of Moquer ; Marquis of Al-

gava, Mllanueva del Fresno and of Barcarota ; Count

of Fuentiduena ; Marquis of Valderabano, Ossera, and

(•astaneda ; Lord of the towns of Adrada, Guotor-

daxar, \'ierlas, Crcspa and Palacios ; Grand ^Marshal

of Castile ; Grand Bailli of Seville ; Hereditary Gov-

ernor of the Castle and Fortress of Guadix ; Princi-

pal Captain of the Perpetual Company of a Hundred
Gentlemen attached to the House of Castile; Gentle-

man of the Chamber to His Catholic Majesty ; Presi-

dent of the Supreme Council of the Indies ; Grand

Esquire of the Queen ; Knight of the Illustrious Order

of the Golden Fleece ; Grandee of Spain ; Ambassador

Extraordinary of His Catholic Majesty to His Imperial

Majesty :

My Lord,—In presenting the Avork to your Excel-

lency, I venture to assure you that the subject is truly

Avorthy of you. The obedience and submission of Abra-

ham to the orders of Providence, the zeal and courage

of "Moses, in leading the Israelites into the desert, the

patience and resignation of Job, in suffering the evils by

which God wished to try him, and—what is more admi •
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