
BSL^

,g, that

lore in-

people

[lan the

iwelUng

n here ;

ay justly

give one

nothhig

It to the

r interest

of years ;

of the Ot-

r all this

r rulers, a

informed,

be a little

e Hal hath

.
Lawrence

since then

some good

speech de-

ecorded in

irlher dwell

and I must

jssion of a

us. Permit

es of the Ot-

of Canadian

n to the sub-

^ early essay

nguished and

esident of the

. already been

,wa Valley the

can look upon

ung convinced

district which

Those who

II

19

*' have had such gliupses of it as a trip up some of its bcmtiful tributaries

" afford, can certify that when opened it will be second to no other

" part of Canada in the healthy character of its climate—the fertility of

'* its innumerable and well watered valleys—the transparent purity of its

'' trout filled lakes and gravelly brooks ; or in the magnificent panorama
" which is presented by mountain, flood and plain- -decked out with

" evergreen and hardwood furring the sloi)ipg banks of her golden lakes^

" and affording under the influence of the autumnal frost one of the

*' most gorgeous spectacles under the sun. Nor can the day be far

" distant when thofe valleys will be filled with their teeming thousands*

" and the sheep and cattle or .•. thousand hills shall everywhere indicate

" peace and progress—the happy homes of a people whose mission it is

" to wager war only upon the rugged soil and the gloomy forest, to cause

" the now silent valleys to shout and sing, and to make the wilderness

" blossom like the rose." Hear also a prediction from another great

authority, Walter Shanly :
" The Ottawa country," he says, "abounds

" in iron ore of the richest description. Its forests of pine are inex.

" haustible. Its water power, as already stated, not only unlimited in

" capacity, but available to its full extent at numberless stages upon
'* the route. By the opening of the projected navigation this great

" manufacturing agent would be brought into comparative proximity to

" thj granaries of Lake Michigan, and would immediately be turned to

" account in preparing the cereals of the west for the markets of the east-

" With such a combination of advantages in possession or in prospet t,

** it is surely not difificult of belief that the valley of the Ottawa is de.-itin-

" ed to be not only the workshop of Canada, but one of the chief manu-
" facturing districts of America." What I would say in conclusion is this :

If the Government and Parliament of Canada find themselves unable,

at present, from whatever cause, to take up the whole scheme, I

would be content for one, if they were willing to deepen and improve

the water-way and enlarge the canals, if need be, between Montreal and

Ottawa city, to such an extent, as to warrant the p.issage of ocean going

vesse's from the Atlantic to our own harbour. To put it more concisely,

I want Ottawa made zn ocean port, and so become the present head

of Atlantic navigation in the Dominion. I have looked carefully into

the matter and find that the work could be accom|)lished at a moderate

cost and within a reasonable time. There are no great natural obstacles

in the way, while such obstacles as do exist are easily surmountable. As

for the necessary sinews of war, why there is our ov/n money in the
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