
6 TO THE HEADER.

Tli'inks to the improvements iu all kind of niannfiictureB.

the :irt of book-making has been made familiar to the meanest

civpaoitv. Everyiiody is an author. The serd)l)ling ot a

quarto is the mere pastime of the idle ; the young gentlcinau

throws off his brace of duodecimos in the intervals of the

sporting season, and the voung lady produces her oet of vol-

uiaes with the same tacillty inai iisr great-grr.ndmother

worked a set of chair-bottoms.

The idea hrving struck me, therefore, to write a book, the

reader will easily perceive that the execution of it was no

diflicult matter. I rummaged my portfolio, and cast about, in

my recollection, for those floating materials which a man

naturally collects in travelling; and here I have arranged

them in this little work.

As I know this to be a story-telling and a stciy-reading age,

and that the world is fond of being taught by apologue, I

have digested the instruction I would convey into a number

of tales. They may not possess the power of amusement,

which the tales told by many of my contemporaries possess

;

but then I value myself on the sound moral which each of

them contains. This may not be apparent at first, but the

reader will be sure to find it out in the end. I am for curing

the world by gentle alteratives, not by violent doses ; indeed,

the patient should never be conscious that he is taking a dose.

I have learned this much from my experience under the hands

of tiie worthy Hippocrates of Mentz.

I am not, therefore, for those barefaced tales which carry

their moral on the surface, staring one in the face ; they are

enough to deter the squeamish readei. On the contrary, I

have often hid my moral from sight, and disguised it as much
as possible by sweets and spices, so that while the simple

reader is listening with open mouth to a ghost or a love story,

he may have a bolus of sound morality popped down his

throat, and be never the wiser for the fraud.

As the public is apt to be curious about the sources whence
an author draws his stories, doubtless that it may know how
far to put faith in them, 1 would observe, that the Adventure
of the German Student, or rather the latter part of it, is

founded on an anecdote related to me as existiuir somewhere
in French; and, indeed, 1 have been told. since writing it,

that an ingenious tale has been founded on it by an English
writer ; but T have never met with either the former or the
latter in prhit. Some of the eircumstanoes in the Adventure
of the Mysterious Picture, and iu the Story of the Young


