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stocks Mild ))on(1s, hooks and i)iclures, IVi-c Iihr;ines,

and univ(M-,sit,y einlowments. What wc ai-c jm-oiuI of
is iiotldg anni(.-s, bi;LV navies, l)io- sliips oF Avar, big
baUlos and bjo- victories; but bii;- trade, l)i,y- {)rolits,

big harvests, h'l^j; cities, big inventions, big coninier-

cial venturr's, and a big census, whidi (hmhlcs up the
millions of happy, pr()fe|)erous cidzonshij) every
twenty years. Our ])olilics ai-c not ideal; our
adininisti'ation of government not perfect; our <'on-

gressional action hui'tiully affected by partisanship;

and much miiiht bo found to satii-ize in our manage-
ment of public alTaIrs; Ijut through all the mass of a
great nationV doing and thinking; through all the

teachings of the press, platlbrm and pulj^it; and
through all the blundering of Congressional action,

runs, clearly visible, like a thread of gold in coarse

black cloih, the noble purpose to serve the people,

make them secure in all their rights, and ])rosperous

in all their honest; undei'takings. Schemes of con-

quest ai\; never debated in our Congress. Warlike
alliances are uot made. A standing army is an
unthought-of tiling. Church extension is not

regarded as c(»imected Avith politics. Titles and
strips of )'il)l)ons hmghcd at as ridiculous, in the eyes

of sensible men, and the only throne tit to as])ire to

is that high eminence budded on ten millions of

free ballots.

Such is the type of em[)ire whicli we of the

United States— wc who have develo])ed from the

thii'teen English Colonies which revolted from the

mother country— are building up on the basis of

popular sutfrage, the wish and Avisdom of the people

expressed in ballots; and our Canadian neighbors,


