
*

I

In

1

_ 56 —
niuuicipal and school taxes, police mat tei*» and the enforoeiuent of certain

laws ooncei-ning agrioult' re. In 1886, there were iu the piovxnco 758 local-

Uiunicipalities. whose revenues amounted to $1,126,231 and expenses to $959,

2H4. :

Hie county municipality covers all the territory of the county and is

composed of the mayors of all the local municipalities within that territory.

The chairman of cacli county council is called the warden. This coimcil

regulat^-'s all questions inreresting more than one municipality, decrees the

erection of certain territ-oiy into munici))alitie£<, and decides in aj»peal certain

contestations arising out oi utiair.s of the local municipalities.

The cities and town.s aro governed by special councils elected by the rate-

jwiyers. 'I'lieii- powers are vei-y extended and regulated,'.by .-ijccial charters or

by the geneiUi law relating to cities iiwd to'.vnsin default of special laws.
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jnnu'iAl, oim;." MiiATiox.

Our judicial niachineiy compri5-es courts of comniisisioners, and magistrates

or justices of the pt-iice, courts of district mafji^tiates, j.olice luatustiates,

reconlers In cities, the f>'srcuit (..'ourt, ."^uptiiior (.'ouri, v..'ourtol' J{e\ iew, Court

of Appeal, the Supreme Court of Canada, and, in England, the Privy Council,

which is the highest tribunal.

C'ommis.'ii(',ur^' t'ouri.s.
a

The commissioni is" court is cemposed of persons chosen directly from the

people and mostly belongiiig i<' tlx' iigricultuird class, appointed from time to

time by the Lienrenant Gov-tiior in Council, in nearly all the municipalities.

Its juris(hction is limiludaljuost wholly to the recovery of civil debts for amoinits

not exceeding ^25. and its dtii^ions are mostly l>ased on equity, without much
regard for the text of the law or jurisprudence.

Justices of the Peace.

Tiie justices of the pea'-e are also naminl by the Lieutenant-(TOvernor,but

mayors ofmuaicipalities are justices of the peace ex (ijh'cio durr.ig tlieir terms of

othce. The functions of these magistrates are chiefly conliued to police matters

and thtir jurisdiction does not ex."ee<l the limits fixed by the general laws. In

(trindnal matters, they have primary jui jsdiction, in the sense that tiiey issue

the warrants for the .arrest of persons charged with crinn^ conduct the prelimi-

nary examinations of the witnesses, discharge the accused when th

proof against them, cr, in the contrary ^"'^'^^'^ commit them to prison to awa

their trials, which are conducted by the police mngist -ate or the criminal court

propeily so called au'l legally dt'signaf*?^! 'W the '' C<Mirt of Queen's Bonch,^

Crown fcidt.
"


