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ii soeins a tittinf::^ cxampk- to ciu-ourai^^c ati effort of similar o<v

(iix'ration aniunjj^ ilic nations of the Xorlli American continenl.

NoTi:.—Since this jjaper was read, the (iovernmenl ol Mexico

has anncnniced. throu.^-hi the Secretary of the Interior, it^ reachness

tc> undertake its i)art of thi' work here proposed.

[COI'V.J

'I'o His JlxcclU'iicy the Governor in Council^ etc,:

The k(.jyal Society of Cana(Ui has the hon(»r to hrini; to the

ni)lice of \i)uv h^xcelk-ncy a proposal 1)\' Dr. rritchett, Superin

tendent of the United States Coast and (leodetic Survey, to measure

an arc alont;- the <j8th meridian from Acapulco. .Mexico, to the

shore of the Arctic Sea in Canada. 1 )r. I'ritclR'tt's views are ex-

plained in a paper read by him at the last meetinj^ of the Society. A
co])y of this pa])cr, with explanatory maps, is ap])ended.

The measurement of the yHlh meridian has been in proj^ress for

some time as part of the .general survey of the Cnited Slates. The
object of Dr. I'ritchett in ur<;inj4- it.s extension throu.^h Canada and
Mexico is to provide data for the determination of the litiiire and
dimensions of the earth and while from this point of view the work
would be ()urely scieiUihc, the Canadian ])ortion of it would also

be of threat practical utility in forminjj;- the basis of a thorouj^h geo-

jj^raphical survey for this Dominion.
While it is true that tiie priMUotion of science is mainly due to

a few of the most advanced and wealthy nations and that these

nations have frecpientiy sent ex])edilions, or established station,->

abroail when information had to be obtained in semi-civilized or

wild and uninhabited countries, it is als(j a fact that the least

favored of the civilized nations have not unfre(|uentl\ assumed ih"

task of assistinji' science to the extent of collectint;- data ol)tainid)le

within their own borders.

In tile present instance the survey is in pro.^ress within tlie

limits of the United States and cpiite recently the Clovernnient of

Mexico has announced its readiness to imdertake its part of the

work. The successful execution of the project as a whole, there-

fore, now entirely depends on the co-operation of Canada. It i-^

respectfully suy(^este(l, tlRTefore. that a limited urant for this i)m--

jjose would be re.s^arded as a contribution to aid in the t;eneral

researches of the nations of the world, while at the same time it

vvonvkl serve to inaujjuratc a very nmcli needed work and (jue of

j^rcat jiractical importance to the future of the Dominion.
Extensive triangulation,s have seldom been undertaken upon


