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feigns surprise at discoveringS these senti-
ments afterwards.

Alter that eleotion no one could have
thougaht that 5,000 French Canadians could
ever be found in the province of Quebec to
enlist for a war in Europe. Le me. say
that, in spite of that campaign, which. was
carried on with a vigour and an acerbity of
which honourable gentlemen from other
provinces have no idea-in zpite o! that
cam.paig-n, Quebec would have doue better
if conditions in 1914 had been otherwise
with the Governsnent of this country, I
have stated that this campaign was carried
on with considerable violefice and acerbity;
yet honourable gentlemen f rom. afar perhaps
could flot have known what was gomng on
that every Nationaliat candidate who was
running in opposition to Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier was carrying on hi& campaign pleuti-
f ully supplied with Conservative money.
0f course, on the day alter the election the
trick had been done, and the coalition
Government wa8 formed. I have atated
that Quebec would have doue better in
aending men to, the front if properly repre-
sented and properly appealed to.

Honourable gentlemen, what took place
in France, Great Brit.aiu, .and Belgium,
when* war was declared? The men at the
helm, the men in office, feit that a sacred
union Ehould- be formed, and the whole
strength o! the country gathered together
and repreeented by the Government. Iu
France we saw for the firat time since 1871
a Government containing the moat advanoed
socialist. Jules Gueede, ona o! the most
advancad socîalists in France, sat in that
counicil beside Dénis Cochin, the repre-
seutative of monarchical France. In
,England, '-\r. Asquith gWthered into his iold
-men of ail classes and parties, tha Conser-
vative leaders and Jàaboritee-a&nd evçui Sir
,Edward Carson. lu Belgium, the Catholic
Governmant, which was holding power
igainst the Liberals and Socialists, imma-

diately called in Mer. Huysmans, the Liberal,
and Mr. Vandervelde, the Socialiet leader.

If it w-as important in those counitries,
honourable gentlemen, thus to gather to-
gether the rapresentatives o! all shades o!
opinion, lio%% much more important was it
to do so in Canada. It was evident-per-
haps not to honourable gentlemen from. the
other provinces, but it 'was e-vident to us in
the province of Quebec-that the Govern-
nient wvas in a false position with its
Nationalist wing, which had been elected
on the cry of -"no contribution to Imperial
wars outside o!f Canada." It ias in a false
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position because that Nationalist wing was
ashamed to show itself or its representatives
in the Cabinet, and wheni it did show itself
it was hounded down. Apparently the Gov-
erniment did not feel the necessity for union
-why? It carried on its civil anid its miii-
tary administration through its own party
channeis. Did the Go-vernment feel that we
were not at w-ar in the samne degree as
France and EnglandP Did they feel that
our obligations wvere flot quite like those of
France and England? Would the statement
made by the president of the council, the
Hon. Mr. Roweli, last session, explain the
diflerence between the action of Canada
and that of France and Great Britain? He
expressed thé view, which canuot be gain-
said, that if Canada had beren an independ-
ent nation in August, 1914, it would not
have declared war upon Germany; that we
went into the war as a part of the British
Empire, but that we would doubtless have
been drawn into it later on, like the United
States, for a cause of our own-at about
the same tirne, hie adds, as the United
States, or perhaps a little before. There is
one thiug certain: the Government did not
set out to draw into its counicils ail the
forces of the country.

I may remark that even as between
France and England there was a marked
difference of attitude. It took some trne
to awaken Englishmen to the fact that this
was their war. The enemy were not so
near to London as they were to Paris.

In this country what wvas the situation
wbich, prevailed froin month to month?
Here, during the first tweive or eighteen
montha there was no very urgent caîl made
for general enlistment. Sir Sam Hughes
often stated that he had ail the recruits hae
needed, and the Minister of Agriculture
kept on campaigning for increased produc-
tion. There was this difference in Quebec
and throughout the country between the
French Canadian group and the Anglo-Can-
adian, that the Anglo-Canadian bad very
mauy militia regiments, splendidly organ-
ized and upon which the Government could
draw for officers, while the French Can-
adians had hardly any. Alter the 22nd
French Canadian battalion was organized.
1 mysaîf came to Ottawa to see the min-
ister and asked that we be allowed to raise
another battalion on the spot because more
than 4,000 men had offered for the 22nd.
What was the answer I receîved? "The
difficulty is, the French Canadians have no
officers.'- As I have said, that was not the
situation amongst Anglo-Canadians. The
officers commandin.- who were pelected, in
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