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Canada alone o! great federal countries has
unfortunately adopted a nominative .system
which gives it a weak Senate and deprives it
oif the real upper flouse which If lt had liked
it might have had.

The hon, gentleman from Acadie (Hon.
Mr. Poirier) refcrrcd ta the fact that some
ycars ago he Introduced a resolution discuss-
Ing the whole question. The other day he
submltted ta the House some views wbicb
he cntertained providing for a system of re-
presentation by nationaities, and I think
the hon. gentleman's system wouid not be
be a good one. I regard It as undesirable.
And while wc must give hlm credit fer bis
desire ta do Uic bést he can in bis vlew of
thc matter, yet wbat we need ls a greater
unity of the nationalities withIn the confcd-
eration rather titan by dlvlding thcm. Âp-
pointed as thc Senate is by the government
of thc day no doubt many things wiil in-
fluence the appointmcnts. I say this witb
regard to bath parties. In the discussion in
the Lower House the other day, thc Premier
admittcd bis own weakncss in tbe matter.
He could flot go outside the party Unes iii
malzing appointmcnts, aithougli willing ap-
parently ta do sa if le could. The desire
te get a man ont of thc way, to secure a
man of a certain religion, ta give rejiresenta-
tion ta a particular place, may casily Influ-
ence appaintmcnts, arnd. mn will naturaliy
y1eld ta influences of this kînd. I can say
as a member o! thc Senate-and 1 shouid
like these observations to go ta thc country
-I am not consciaus of any direct influence
on the part of the government ta indue
me ta cast my vote anc wny or thc other,
but it is natural for a man ta vote with bis
party. We arc under a system of party
government, and it la exccedingly bard work
for an bon, gentleman ta divcst bimself of
the idea that thc party ta wblch le lias
attacbed himsclf is not the best party, and
that the vlews of bis party arc qulte cor-
rect ; and If, in Uic exorcise oif his
judgment he la led away f rom, that
vlcw, he still bas the feeling that
hie own judgment may not be so good as
the Judgmcnt of bis Party, and lie ]s vcry
apt, I Uink, ta ylcld somewhat wbcen lie
would not do so otbcrwise. I do flot think,
however, tbat Uiat is a matter for wbich
thc go.vrnmcnt Itself is ta Maine, but I do
tiink that probably the systcm mny bave

something to do wlth It. In this cannection
I desire to call the attention oif the House
to some observations somewhat nlong that
lne made by the bon. gentleman from
Marabfld In tbc*dlscussion of the question;
and 1 sbouid like to say that If the leader
of the opposition had the rigbt to appoint
members of the Senate tbey would be In-
tiuenced just ln the same way. If there be
a wrong Influence; If a man's frcedom or
desire te foliow certain Unes la affccted Iii
any way by the mode lId wbich he la ap-
pointcd by the government, a man appoint-
cd by the han. leader of the opposition
wouid be lu tbe same position. It does flot
follow that the governmcnt is wrong ail
the tîme, but the reasons whIicb would lu-
duce a man who is appolnted by the govern-
ment to vote wlth the government would
just as readily Induce a man appointed by
the hon, leader of the opposition to follow the
same example, and vote witb bis party.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-That is the ad-
mirable feature of my suggestion ; both
sides would be represcnted.

HIon. Mr. IDLLIS--I answer that sugges-
tion, and aay that it Is not numbers s0 mucb
that count. But the hon, gentleman In his
revicw of what the Senate bad doue, said :

Up to this time, there has been very sliglit
Indication of independence among the support-
ers of the government in this flouse wfth re-
gard to government measureB. 0f course you
wiil tell me that this la only four or ftve years,
but many of us thlnk that there were In-
stances in that period In which the supporters
of the government might have found occasion
to have asserted their Independence.

These facts go to show that British parlia-
mentary Institutions have been carried out
with a great deal of success, and in a very
harmonlous manner In the working of our
institutions in Canada. Indeed, If there la
any fault at ail ta be found with the record
of the Senate ln ail the different perlods 1
have referred ta, It la that the Sonate bas
been too acquiescent. 1 have no hesitation in
iooking back over the events which have ce-
curred between 1878 and 1896-aithough I was
In the Senate a part of that time myself-In
saying that the Sonate would have done Itseif
justice If more crîticism and Independence
had been evinced during that tîme, that it
would have heen botter~ for Canada and It
wouid have given 'the Sonate a better record.

I thînk the verdict of history wili be that
the Senate has been on the whole ratIer ton
acquiezcent In assenting ta measures passeS
by the House of Commons. and I would utter
a warntng: ta hon, gentlemen slttlng opposite
me and ta bon, gentlemen around me as Weil,
and that ls this During tIc long perlaS tbat


