May 21, 1970 COMMONS

Of course I do not ignore the partisan
aspect of any civil service. No sensible
Member of Parliament or intelligent member
of society at large would expect in our type
of government that civil servants would not
be involved in partisan recommendations to a
minister. In one sense, I think it is part of
their job. But this need not go into written
documents; that is one important point.
Surely they speak to their ministers on a
frequent, daily basis. So that aspect of priva-
cy would certainly be maintained.

e (5:30 p.m.)

I say that we have not had the defence that
this House should expect from the govern-
ment side in its attempt to maintain the
secrecy rule. It seems to me that in a free
society this is exactly what is required. When
you have secrecy, that is what needs to be
defended. Those of us who are calling for
openness and freedom should not need to
defend our case; because openness and free-
dom should be the norm. The onus of proof is
on the government, and they have not provid-
ed it. Therefore, I hope that this motion
receives the support that all free and reasona-
ble people believe it deserves.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Béchard): Order,
please. Those in favour of the motion will
please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Béchard): Those
opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Béchard): In my
opinion the nays have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Béchard): Call in
the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr.

Broadbent) which was negatived on the fol-
lowing division:
® (5:50 p.m.)
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