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a time that lier need of effective representa-
flan in parliament was neyer half s0 great.

I do not think that I need dweil any
Ik.nger on this matter. Ail I wish ta do,
was to call the attention ai thc government
to the injustice being donc the province
frctmi which I corne, in allawing this seat
in Uic Senate ta reanain so long vacant.

'There is another vacancy which occurredl
some time ago in the province, and that is
a vacancy on the Supreme Court Bench.
This was causcd by Uic resignatian ai Mr.
Justice Hodgs-on, Master ai Réoua, who
resigncd same time ago, .and -whoac place
is also left unfilled. Before his resignatian,
Mr. Justice Hodgson had been i il some
time, and owin-g ta his ilîneas thc Courts
ai Appeal in Equity lias not been able
ta ;meet for fuiiy two years. Yet this gov-
ernmcnt has not seen fit ta make the necca-
sery appointment and aliow Uic wark ai
that important court ta go on. The ýress
in my province have a good deal ta say on
this niatter, so that I arn nat here mercly
expressing my own opinion. Here is what
I find in ane of aur newspapers,

Wliy is it that no appointment is made ta
the vacant Prince Edward Island judgesliipP

Certainly it is not because the federal gav-
ernment wants ta save the salaries wliicli
appertain ta tliese positions. No. it's fot due
to economy.

And juet as certainly, it is because there
is dispute as ta wlio are ta liave the positions
and ta what 'party' advantage is ta be liad
or lest in maldng tlie appaintments.

The burden of wark which fails upon the
twa remaining Judgcs is excessive and will
probably overwhelm thern, while appeal cases
ini chancery invalving large intereste cannot
be disposed of until t he vacancy is filled.

Justice delayed is justice denied; and tlicre
is no sliadow of excuse for a continuance ai
the wrong.

There was a time in ancient Rome wbien
offices sucli as this judgcship were set up at
auction and knocked down ta tlie higliest
bidder. Have we reached tliat stage of de-
gradation hereP

If tlie delay is caused by the desire oi the
government ta prostitute tlie administration
of justice in order ta serve personal or political
ends, ....... *.*

Ând if the delay is not; in order ta serve
versonaI or paliticai ends tlien*

Anather paper reférring ta thia matter

One ai three seats on tlie Supreme Court
Bencli of tl¶ province vacant for a year
past. Two ai four chairs allotted ta this
province in the Senate naw emiptY. O)ne-thlird
ai aur representation in the Commons gone
0f course, this is good enough for Prince
lfdward Iolaindl I ny other province would
not take it.

I do not Vhink it la gaod enougli for the
island. I appeai ta fair mnindcd men in
this Hause, and country, if the governmenl
is not derelict in its duty in not having

made these appointments promptly. It is
unfair, it is a violation ai the constitutional
principles of government that, in order té)
serve party or personal ends, or because of
party exigencies, the government should
allow these two scats, one in the Senate,
and one on the Supremne Court Bench, to
remain vacant. I appeal to this govern-
ment to at once attend to this matter, and
1 make this appeal, not as a matter of
favour, but as one of right, to which the
people of Prince Edward Island are en-
titled. These vacancies should be at
once fiflcd, and na party end should bie ai-
lowed to interfere with this iraperative and
immediate duty. I sincerely trust that I
ah ail not have ta bring this matter up
again, but that the government wili sec
fit bo put an end to a condition of thîngs
in my province which is simply disgrace-
fui.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I could not
catch the naine of the newspaper 'whichi
rny hion. iriend quoted, but I noticed, it
said that at present the government were
very busy with very large questions ai-
fecting the tariff, reciprocity, the prepara-
ticon of the naval service and so on. AIl
this is truc, and therefore, my hon. friend
should. not be surprised that when the gov-
ernment has ta deal with. such important
questions, thie appointmrent ta thc 1;enatc
.should have been overlooked.

Mr. FRASER. But Ait l nearly two ycars
since.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. The del.ay has
been long, and my hon. friend, thcrefore,
mnay have some cause for his remark'î. Sa
f ar as the Supreme Court vacancy is con-
cerned it is only within the last few wecks
that the resignation af Judge Hadgson lias
deprived thc province af the valuable ser-
vices ai so able a judge. I can assure my
hon. friend that the appointmnent will be
made at a vcry early date.

Mr. FOSTER. I do nýot think that for
m.any years I have heard a more effective,
a more sensible, and in a way a more
cutting appeal made ta the leader af the
government than that made by my lion.
fricnd iromn Prince Edward Island. In
language well chosen, and simple in its
iorm, without any shadow of exaggeration
or party bias, the lion. gentleman (Mr.
Fraser) placed the grievances ai ane of the
provinces ai t-his country before the House

iand the Prime Mini3ter. If the purpose ai
having a Senate in this country is the anc
generally supposcd, namnely, ta proteet
the minarîty provinces, ail tic greater care
should be taken not ta deprive tihe
smaller provinces ai that protection which
thc constitution meant ta guarantee them.
And, yet in the province ai Prince EdwArd

tIsland its -3enatori-al farce has been cut in
two, and the place ai anc ai its ablest


