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postal service has flot kepýt pace with the
rush of settiers.

Mr. LEMIEUX. In no other departmeut
of the goverument eau one see so well the
wonderful progress and developmeut of
western Canada. New villages ani towns
start up every week, and 1 thlnk I
mlght say that up to the present date
we have been able to meet the postal
requireznents of the w-est. Not a mile of
railway has been constructed which does
uot give the best postal facilities. 1 cau
assure my hion. frieuds from the west ou
both sides of the House that whenever the
department is asked to give necessary postal
f acilities they will flot be refused. As to
the post office officiais lu the west:, we have
founid it difficult to retain their services
at the present salaries. In Calgary and
elsewhere we have been obliged to fiîl va-
cancies four or fiye times a year caused by
officiais accepting other positions. Such la
the prosperity in the west that rather thian
accept government positions the young men
prefer to go on the foais or work for the
railway companies.

Mr. ]?OWLER. It is a good thing too.
Mr. LAKE. The Postmnaster General says

thiat just as soon as railways are opeuied
postai facfities foiiow.

Mr. LEMIEUX. That is my experieuce.

Mr. LAKE. I arn glad to heur that, but
1 con assure my lion. friend thatit was not
the experlence up to a short time ago wheu
trains were running and the mails were
stili crossing the country for long distances
on the oId trals. Has the Postmaster Gen-
eral been able to, provide proper postai
facilities on the Arcola brauchi of the Can-
adian Pacifie Raiiway, and is there a mail
car on that train ? Before the daiiy service,
there was a service every other day but the
mails were ouly sorted ut the terminai points
whieh meant a delay of several days, sgi
that the mail leaving Fillmore in the after-
noon of Monday wouid not get to Creelman,
which is only six miles awuy until Thursday.
It had to go to the divisional point arrlvlng
In the mlddle of the night, was not sorted
until the next day, and s0 105t two trains.
A mail car shouid be provided ut the ear-
iiest opportuuity.

Mr. LEMIEUX. A report is being pr(--
pared on that matter and the hion, gentle-
man need have no fear that as soon as that
report reaches me 1 shahl give it my best
attention. 1 have haed. many visits from
western members as to postai facilities la
the west and this is the first time 1 have
heard that the department ýhas been negi-
gent In meeting the legitimate demands
made upon it. If my hon. friend (Mr. Lake)
wilI do me the honour of a vîsit before his
departure from Ottawa I wll be oniy too
pleased to deai wlth his legitimute demands.

Mr. BLAIN. The Postmaster General is
new lu office-

Mr. LEMIEUX. I hope you do not mueun
fresh.

.Mr. BLAIN. Oh no, and being new lu
office we do flot wish tg eriticise hlm too
keenly. There have been deputations wuit-
ing ou hlm for increases of saiary and we
wii leave tha:t matter entirely in his hauds.
We have had considerable trouble in the
past wlth respect to officiais who have taken
active part i polities and who have even
been guiity of corrupt practices findlng
sheiter in the different depurtments. The
Minister of Agriculture has told us to-day
thut noue such wiil fiud a refuge under hlm.
1 would like the hion. minister to give u.s
a statement lu respect to, the Post Office
Department as to whether men who are
abroad Iu the land taking active and cor-
rupt part in political electIons can finit any
sheiter when the hion. gentleman hus auy
appointments to make. At the samne time
perhaps hie eouid give us a statement as te
whiat his poiicy wlil be with respect to
officers taking part lu politicai eieetious.

Mr. LEMrIEUX. I may say to my hon.
frieud thut duriug the iust few weeks no
report has been made to me against any of
the thousands of postmusters lu the country
who happea to beiong to the party o~f my
hon. friend, und I suppose we are too far
from the iast generul election to consider
any compiaints that miay have been made
against them at that time. At ail events,
I intend te treut with equlty, fairnessa nd
justice the postmasters who belong to either
of the politicai parties. I expeet the post-
masters throughout the country, if they wish
to obtaîn un Inerease of salary, te keep quiet
iu office and perform their duties according
to the iaw.

Mr. BLAIN. Speaking for myseif, I amn
very weil pieased with the statement of
the hon. minîster, and 1 arn sure we shahl
look forward to the future o! the hion, gen-
tleman in hîs departmnent with a great deal
of pieusure.

Mr. FOWLER. While I was pleased to
heur the hion. gentleman say what hie was
goling to do in the west, I do not want hlm
to forget the needs of the east lu the Way of
postai accommodation. One of hits prede-
cessors wvas a littie lnclined to forget the
interests of the people lu the east, and shut
up post offices whlch were not paylng very
large revenues. The general revenues of
the Post Office Departmeut are, 1 under-
stand, very ample, there being a consider-
able surplus this year.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Nearly a million dol-
lars.

Mr. FOWLER. Thïat being the case, it
seeins to me that the outlying districts la
the -eastern provinces should be well provid-
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