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I thought it was four years-upon a distinct î and subsidizing of railways in Canada since the
issue between the House and Hon. Mr. |first of July, 1873 ; the number of acres of land
Howe arising out of the education question. given as subsidies to railways in Canada since

that time, with the estimated cost and price of
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Not at all. such land ; and also a statement showing the

T proportion of such expencliture made in each of
the provinces separately, including the North-FISHERIES. I will aceept the hon. gentle- west Territories ; deducting tberefrom, for each

main's statement of his recollection as to province, any sums that may have been charged
what took place. back against the province on account of such rail-

way expenditure in their debt account with theSir CHIARLES TUPPER. The question'Dmnin
was not raised at all.

I regret that the Minister of Railways and
The MINISTER OF MARINE AND Canails as not yet brought down that re-

FISH1ERIES. It is only a short time ago turn, because if we had it now it would be
since I refreshed my memory on these of great service to us in discussing this
points. and I think I am correct in saying question which so intimately concerns the
that the issue before the people then had province of Prince Edward Island. Some
no more to do with the constitutional point hon. members may be aware that this mat-
the hon. gentleman lias stated than the ter has been discussed l this House for
issue when Mr. Murray was returned. i some years. Prince Edward Island bas a
do not intend to go into the general ques- grievance iin that respect since confeder-
tion. which was threshed out last year; but iation, and especially since 1883, when a de-
the leader of the Opposition will find in parture was made from the compact with
regard to the appointments. that nearly all refereî:ce to subsidies to railways, which
the list lias been disposed of, except per- was arrived at when we came into the
haps one or two more eases on which action !union. Since 1883, railways have been
bas not been taken. built by the Dominion Government, and

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. My hon. friend others assisted by giving subsidies thougli
has spoken of a subject on which he does not extending beyond our province, and
not profess to have any special knowledge- i that I presume was in order to relieve the
that of the conduct of the Lieutenant-Gov-: inces of the burden of paying for
ernor. and I am sorry lie mentioned his railways within their borders. The pro-
name, as I did not do so, and lie is not living; vinces were unequal to the task, and
Lut the issue was so live an issue that I pre- th Dominion Government came to their
sented petitions signed by a majority of th" rescue and extended the system of grantin
electors of the province of Nova Scotia de- subsidies to railways u the different pro-
inanding. and it was kept a live issue down vinces of the Dominion. That system has
to the time of the elections. never been applied to Prince Edward Is-

land, notwithstanding the fact that the pro-
The MINISTER OF MARINE AND vince is badly in need of railway expendi-

FISHERIES. That was not the issue on ture. The branchU nes with reference to
which the hon. gentleman went to the which I have giv.,en notice of motion, was
people. contemplated before we entered confeder-

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It was one of ation and in fact, in the 211 miles of rail-
them. way which were under contract or in oper-

ation at the ·time of the union, it was pro-
Motion agreed to. posed that these branches should be built,

and especially this branch to the south. I
SOUTHPORT, BELFAST AND MURRAY doubt if the Railway Bill would have been

HARBOUR PROPOSED RAILWAY. Ipassed in the provincial legislattire unless
i it had been agreed to, that these branch

Mr. MARTIN moved for: lines should be constructed. I would re-
Copies of all correspondence, petitions, resolu- mid tie bouse that in 1896 the late Gov-

tions and other papers in possession of the Gov- ernment brougbt down a project which Iu-
ernment relating to the proposed branch railway cluded tic building of tus raiiway fron
fron Southport to Belfast and Murray Harbour, Soutipori to Belfast and Murray Harbour.
and other proposed railway branches in the pro- Tic carrying oui of that projeci would ren-
vince of Prince Edward Island. der long-deiaycd justice to Prince Edward
He said : Mr. Speaker, I wish to offer a Island, and I trust tiat the present Govern-
few remarks on the subjeet-matter of this ment wlii arry it into effect. I may Say,
motion. Early last session, I put a similar tiat in 1896 the proposai was endorscd by
motion on the Order paper, but the debate the tien Opposition who now control the
on that motion was adjourned, and It was affairs of this country. The basis on which.
not again reached before prorogation. Last tus daim was made was agreed to ln 1888.
session I also asked from the Minister of when a demand was made by Prince d-
Railways and Canals the following state- ward Island for the fulfilment of the com-
rient:- pact of confderation. A delegaton was

A statement showing the amount of money con-F n prlvadCoucm t eoto
trbuted by e Goverment towards the buildingi n i a a from

1657î 16-5 8


