Mr. Speaker,

I wish to announce a change in Canada's nuclear
export policy, a matter of central concern to the people and
Government of Canada, raising as it does fundamental issues
affecting world economic growth and world peace. In this
Christmas season, our thoughts naturally turn to peace and the
brotherhood of man. It is easy to pay tribute to these funda-
mental goals with words. It is more important that we do so with
our actions. It is a challenge to the Government of éanada to
respond to the demand of Canadian public opinion that this country
exercisé its influence towards the betterment of the global
society in which we and our descendants must live. In the area
of nuclear policy there is no simple answer or it would have long
since been adopted. It is rather the need to balance energy
requirements, the advance of technology which regardless of what

we do will make nuclear capability within the reach of the wider

and wider group of countries and the need to establish a sound

international framework which will curb the spread of nuclear
weapons and yet take into account the legitimate economic aspi-
rations of sovereign states. I wish to make quite clear, however,
that the first priority, indeed the overriding priority, is to
prevent the spread of instruments of destruction.

In this context, I am pleased to announce that the
Canadian Government has decided upon a further strengthening of
the safeguards requirements which apply to the export of Canadian
reactors and uranium. Shipments to non-nuclear weapon states under

future contracts will be restricted to those which ratify the
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