
transparency; and (4) building an international and regional order predicated on
democracy, raie of law, good governance, and respects for humnan rights.5

Since the 1980s, Canadian poiicy toward the Asia-Pacific region has evoived in a number
of important ways. First has been a greater focus on establishing and strengthening
bilateral reiationships with the major regional powers/players -- China, Japan, South
Korea, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), through concerted efforts
at expanding dipiomatic/official, commercial, academic, social, and cultural contacts.
Second, there have been more conscious efforts ini better use of the officiai development
assistance (ODA) to promote Canadian commercial interests, as weil as to assist recipient
countries' economie developinent. Third, Ottawa lias tried to avoid direct entangiement in
the region's military/security issues except participation within broader international
(UN) commitinents and occasionai military exercises with aliies/friendiy countries.
Fourth, Ottawa lias encouraged the establishmnent of linkage and exehanges between
domestie researchi institutes and their counterparts i the region. Finaily, immigrants are
encouraged froin the region.6

Meanwhiie, there have been sea changes in the Asia Pacifie since the end of the Coid
War. Prominent amnong them are the growing economie interdependence and proliferation
of trans-Pacifie trade & investinent. This has been paraileied by the establishmnent and
deepening of nascent institutions sucli as A-PEC and the Pacific Economic Council for
Cooperation (PECQ). At the saine turne, the end of superpower rivairy in the region, and
growing domestic economie difQI' ulties weaken the US commitinent to continuously
provide leadership and resources for the defense of allies and friends; this in turn creates
uncertainty and a potentiai power vacuum. There lias been a recognition that continued


