
• 	NATO's second challenge is to engage the states of 

the former communist bloc in a permanent framework 

of consultation and cooperation. To meet the challenge, 

the Alliance welcomed these countries into a 

partnership. Through the Euro-Atlantic Partnership 

Council and the Partnership • for. Peace, Allies and 

Partners have engaged in a wide-ranging security 

dialogue and in a growing number of joint defence and 

security-related activities. 
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