
Third, they can provide education in efforts to facilitate a general change in attitde. These
functions are vital to the establishment of human security.

Once a foundation for human securîty is initiated, development NOOs will have a
stronger basis on which to begin the construction of infrastructure to improve the quality of
living. For example, NOOs such as Oxfam work to improve sanitation, and to, provide the means
for safe drinking water. Similarly, NGOs, such as Save the Children, focus on the origination of
educational and medical facilities and the establishment of basic infrastructure, including, roads
and water supply. Such infrastructure is integral to the ability of people to be economically
productive.

Such a progressionary approach to NGO involvement may be considered propitious for
two reasons. First, it has the potential to move the process of peacebuilding beyond what has
traditionally been seen as an ad hoc enterprise, to a colle.,tive effort based on the needs of people.
Second, it has the potential to slow the influx of hum.anitarian workers into countries in need of
peacebuilding. This would be beneficial as the sudden appearance of thousands of humanitarian
workers can be detrimental to the peacebuilding process in many ways. For exainple, in many
cases the workers will have to find places to stay and eat. Ofien, under the assumption that such
workers are well established financially, inflation occurs and the cost of living increases. This, in
turn, perpetuates further poverty. While this may not always be the case, one could argue that
there are other consequences to the sudden influx of workers; including, the psychological affect
on the people of the country. However, in recognizing some of the positive aspects of this
strategy, it is also necessary to discuss some of the negative.

One of the fundamental problems with the strategy that is bemng discussed is that it
assumes that ail situations will require the same progressionary involvement of NGOs. Indeed,
this is not the case. Différent situations will have différent needs as a funiction of existing
infrastructure and as a funiction of the needs of the people. The nature of the conflict and of the
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