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to other governtaents through the Governor Genera. and

incouiing comnunîcatXofls had been recaived ttirough 1m
ail despa.tches iwere ±henceforxth sent to the Gover'nor-

Gxen.eral tb.roughý tke Secretary of1 State, as head of1 the

Department. Incomiflg communicationls were re11erred by the

Goverrior Generalls secretary to the Seoretary of1 3tate and

in some cases to the Prime M.inister be11ore being passed

on to the govertiment departmflt concerned. Each depart-

mient dealing - vitli other countries therea11ter provided the

Departmnt o11 Ekternal Aff1airs with f1ull informration. Thus

the Departxnent acnted as a centra3.izing agenoyr tlirough
which ail cormunications passed.

In 1912 an' act was passed placing the Uepartzuent
directlyr under the Prime TIinistel', and 11rom Apri]. 1 of

that year lie ho id the additionla portf1olio of1 Seoretary

of1 State for Exterziai Affairs. Tthe appointrient of1 a

separate iuinister for the Departinent was considered from

time to tirie, but no action was taken until March, 1.946,

when a bill was in-troduced to repeal the section of1 the
Act of1 1912 vihich pxrovided t4hat the Frime Minister was to

be the S6cretary of State for Ecterna. A11fairs. The bill

was passed on April 2 and 11ive rionths later, on September

4p 1946e the announcelent was made of the appointrient of~

the first separdate Seoretary of1 State foQr External Affairs.


