
Second, the need for the UN to be innovative in its use
of peacekeepers will require the employment of civilians
disposing of a wide variety of skills.

Third, for those countries hesitant to be involved in the
military aspects of peacekeeping, the use of civilians can
open the way for their participation in future operations.
For example, in Namibia the then Federal Republic of
Germany and Switzerland were able to contnibute, respec-
tively, a civilian maintenance unit and a civilian medical
element to UNTAG.

That the UN has already been seized with the issue of
civilians in peacekeeping is evidenced by the "Report of
the Secretary General" of 18 September 1990. In that
report Mr. de Cuellar addressed the issue of the use of
civilian personnel in peacekeeping operations such as
IJNTAG. But he also, examined how far dhe funictions that
have traditionally been performed by military personnel
- logistics, technical and supply-support - could mnstead
be performed by civilians. He concluded that when it was
cost-effective to do so, civilians could and should be used
to fulfil these duties.
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