
Government
Since 1947 Japan has been a constitutional

monarchy. The head of state is Emperor Akihito, who
succeeded to the throne on the death of Emperor
Hirohito in January, 1989. The head of Government is
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. The Diet or National
Parliament 18 divided intothe House of Representatives
(Commons equivalent) and the House of Councillors
<Senate equivalent), elected by universal suff rage. The
executive is chosen from the Diet accordinq to the


