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W BY PHILIP STEPHENS

* WESTERN LEADERS Yester.
“day made a brief critical

‘reference 1o the apartheid

. Tesime in South Africa, but

* Britajn bloeked a full statement
on the jssuc.

. At the end of the seven.
. Dation  cconomic summit in
. Venlce, Mr Amintore Fanfani.
., t8e Italisn Prime Minjster and
-Bosl at the meeting, sald that
- the Jeaders viewed the situation
" in_ Bouth Africa wilh ' partie
;.cuhr concern.” .

-~ In remarks sgreed with the

«+other heads of stute and govern-

o ment, Mr Fanfani added: * we

«agree that a peaceful and
lasting solution can only be

wfound to the present crisis if

% the apartheld regime is dis-
mantled and repisced by & new

-form of demacratic, non-racial
government.”

o The criticism of Pretoria,
ccontsined in Mr Fanfanl's
igeneral summary of the summijt
stand on a wide range of
political issues, fel) shorl of the
detailed declaration sought by
a8 numbcr of goveraments.

Senior officials from severa}
delegations xald that the British
Goverament yefused to sgree to
& separate zlatement on South
Aftica. 8ir Geoffrev Howe,
Brittio's  Foreign  Secretary,

denfed that Britain had deen
Isolat¥d, “He  said that other
foveraments sbared his view
that. it was the wrong moment
to Jaunch any initiative so soon
after the whitesonly election,
when the South African Goverp.

ment was likely to be gant
larly unreceptive.

Accordlng to the efic!
Canada and the US bad b
during the past two mon
prepared drafts which they )
hoped migbt form the dasis
3 separste statement at -
summit.

The Europesn Communlt
political directors Bad g
-discussed a draft declaration
guiding  principles for ¢
West's relations with Pretor
This had focused oa the -}
emineat need to dismagp
apartheld, to establish the oqt
treatment for all Sou
Africans under the law, a;
the need for respect of hum.
rights.

At one stage, the US rais:
the possibllity that its drafy e
the Europesn version eould |
roerged to provide a * Venl
declaration.” US enthusiag;
however, was said bg 1
officials to have waned co
siderably aller Britain made |
opposition known,

At the jummit, Canads en
tinued to srxue forcibly for
Separate text, but was foregd
accept the smaller declaratio
contziced In the ganera) pol
tica] summary,

AMr Brlan Mulroney, Canads’
Prime Minlster, gaxd that th
compromise was aot * & perfec
response,” but it was nageths
less important that the lstu
had been ~addressra by 1th
Seven leaders. A faliure to sa)
anything would, Bsve sent th
wrong message to Pretoria.




