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that if questions of moral prî.nciple are involved Canadians would wish
to take a strong stanid despite any econoxnic risk. Rather I am~ adopting
this assumption of continuing friendshi.p with th~e Arab states because
it is only on such an assuxnption that a discussion of broadening bilateral
relations with them has relevance.

Ini discuissing our b4ilateral relations it bas flot ben my
intention to supplant studies on~ export promotions, cultural relations
and the like which have been or xnay be undertaken as part of global
reviews of particular Çanadian actvit4ies abroad. Rather T have attempted
to suggest ways of strenI9thenig giur ties with the countries of the
Middle Est an North~ Afrca, recognizing that the imnplexnentation of
my recommendations in the area would not take place in isolation irom
the formuldatio~n and development of Canada's generaJ, policies abroad.

Trade between Caniada and the Middle East and North Africa
has growri rapidly in rqeen years. In view of incr.asing wealth and
developent in tha regJ.or baed on o<iJ an gas 4t offer goc4 prospects
fo urther growth Wdesprad Caainineeti do4g bsinss in

ths countries i s for th mos par ratively reet but~ even at
present th area represents tefift Jlarget m~arket fo our exports.
InI percentage term th regio has beein or highest grpwth arafor
exports 4iiring the past decade. In the fis ten mnths of 1979 our
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