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The Crayfish in the Atlantic Provinces.

The ccnly speo'îes of < ravtislî, or '' fre.il-water
lobster," lt prcîît k now n t o 4)cu nr in tilie watters or
Eastern Canada Is înnî l n ir,("br

Gir., foruîcrly cal led A>i-.x i l. t B.,i rI. I t ivas
ti rst reported , So far a.q we kinlo%%, Iy Dr. Bell, of the
Canîad ian Geologiral Su rv ey, wli o tIn i t, l>r'or te)
1 85'9, abundant n]i fic Metapedia, Lestigeel-we and
Metis Ri vers. Ife tells us also (Catnadin d ;'zl.

IV., 18s59, p). 210) tlîat lie fou nd a s;eecinmen in the
Ouiateliouan, a river flow inog into Lak-e St. John in
Quebev. Ilni P Irefessor Ilinî (Plreliiiri/
Il'o,leoir/ on t/he (COleee/y (c!" X0eu'1, e .. u reperted
its presence i n the Upaeî c,*a bran)Cb of the
flestigouicle. Wc have fou nd no other references to
i ts occu rreuce i n ou r waters u nt il the appearance of
Dr. l"axon's splendd i onograeh of th is grul, the
Rectisiofl of« lhe (C/uie amblrid ge, .Mass.,lS )
in wb icli, Ii the D om inion of Canada, it Is reported
fruîuî St. John, N. B., front thie Aroostook Valley,
and doubtfulv fromn Muntreal. Buit Iii17 a short
article appearcd iii the IlBiin i / e~ N'î/ure,! Ii.-

tory~ S1ocie/iy of' Vecl, Brunsivick, No. VI (le. -,) in
whîch attention was drawn tt) its occurrence in the
St. John River anti i ts tri butanies, andI addîitional
test imony given iL8 to its presence iii tlic lestigouche
and branches, antI ais> in the Miranilui. It was

predictetl tlîîtit would be foundi also i n the Nipilsi-
guit and St. Croix.

Sinrce thîLt paper wîis pub1)1isliedl but few addîit ý)i i

tacts hiave couic to liglit, anîd it is to caîl the atten-
tion of thc readers of the I vuwto tints in teresting
question, and to ask tbeir co-operation, tlat thei

hiresclit notes are written. Its presence ini the Metis
and liestîgouche lias been confirmcd bv Mr. J. W.
Bailcy and Mr. Philip) tox respcctively', thligl the
latter bias not seen it in lus trnips on the Mirani clii.
Tfli present wrîter lias looked for i t in vain iii the
St. Croix, and lie carinot fi îud tIiat any une lis Scen
i t in the Nipisigui t, îuor i n faut Ii nany rivers or
streamis, other than the above-nientiuned, i n the
listcrri Provinces.

In explanation of tlîe occurrence ut tis crayfisli
in branches of Lake St. Joli", Quebec, it may be
suggcsted that it will probably be rouînd wiciely dfistri-
buted in the waters betwecn thiat place and Montreal.

Canada, south of tbe River St. Lawrence, ia late

Ih' mientionsc' a Mjc'ttc li,'liefonite"rntieg t c' etcliiiai tlict Ls eof ccit
xteiaiee iet'r,'t. ,Ilic alkilig Ili, lIi' etrualeci 1 ie.'' one Oc ' f the

ui'iiac iieetîaii'c tak i,, ce ctt e claie Ciian ie i tc he' 'it 't c i 11 the baic' k
111-u ct tio . fe,'t aliueox th t t le % h el of Tile ci -c,' in et-elcejecri, liv' "tateci

liat litis oec t WIe.c tu 'gI eiet Sc tliact ive' ilcîglît go clOu il tic, .'ii
Siegeit Mwltccct dificu'.iit) . 'rihe lit he caccec.t licitllg ct, and ia t hck tie
cecîter ris,' jest as. aigh as. lie ,ceame'c ' lit re'cccecke. ticît tii., S c a.',
'Iil )t (iic xtejiee".te co . 'tlli ai c e't3 gcccc i I, 130',i l

îeost-pleioenle tinies, by way of the head-waters of
tlic Keinebec, l'enobseot and St. Jobn. Not on]y
do the waters of the two latter rîvers very closely
appîroach each other at more than one point, but in
Telos Lake and Webster Pond* thcy actually mingle;
andi there is also a close approximation of Penobscot
and Kennebcc waters..- These animais can easilv pass
the low and swampy portages and perbaps even higb
and dry oncs of not too great a length, and hence
iloubljt1cs it is that they have spread into the Resti-
gouche, via Grand River, and into the Miramichi by
way of the Beccaguimcc, Shiktehawk or Nashwaak,
or perhaps through branches of the Tobique. It
probably reached the Metis by way of the Patapedia,
the hiead waters of these two streama closely inter-
locking. We should expeet to find it also in the
Nepisiguit, the ilichibucto, the St. Croix and other
streams connected by easy portages with the branches
of the St. John. But a8 it cannot live in sait water,
we do not e\peet to find it in Nova Scotia or Prince
Edward Island. Its most northern point, then, so
far as known, is the Metis, and its most easterly the
Miî'amichi. Will any reader of the REVIEW, Who

eau learti of its occurrence in cither of the latter
Provinces, or at any new localities in New Brunswick,
kindly comrnunicate the tact to the editors?

The Crayfish cannot be mistaken for any other
animal. It lives in fresh water only, and is the exact
picture of a small lobster. It grows to a length of
about three or four inches, and is of a dark ashy-
brown colorn It forms burrows in alluvial lands.
Thîis species is îîot used forfood, though sortie southern
and western species are of considerable value for this
purpose. On the other hand, it may do considerable
damagýe to meadows where it is abundant, its burrows
looSening the soîl and making it more easily washed
away. It is also called Il Crawfish."

Wbile we hiave probably but a single species, it is
not impossible there may be more, particularly if
tlîey sbould be discovered in Nova Scotia or Prince
Edward Island. The editors would be very thanktul
for specirnens fromi any locality, which will at once
bc placed in the bauds of a specialist for exact deter-
mînation. They may either be preserved iii alcohol,
or by placing tbcmn in alcohiol over niglit and thien
subjectingo tbien to geutle beat over a stove until dry.
he latter way does niot gi ve as good specimens for

determination as the former, but they eau be more
readily sent by mail.

it is sucb questions as this that our teachers eau
protitably bring to the notice of their pupils. To
ask their assistance in a definite iuquiry of this sort
about animais wbicli may live ini their owu brooks,
must have some effeet in stimulating powers of
observ ation. \Ne propose, in future numbers of the

R'Iwto eall attention to other problems of a
simiilar nature, which may be utilized in the same way.
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